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AN ACCOUNT &. 


HE * Ganges and + Burrampooter Rivers, together with 

their numerous branches and adjunéts, interfeét the 

~ country of Bengal in fach “a yariety of directions, as to form 
the moft cdimpleat and eafy inland navigation that can, be con- 
ceived. So equally and admirably diffufed are thofe natural 
canals, oversa country that approaches nearly to a perfect plane, 

" thdt, after ,exeepting the lands contiguous to Burdwan, Bir- 
. boom, &co (which altogether do not conflitute a fixth part of 

Bengal) We may fairly pronounce, that every other part of the 

country has, even in the dry feafon, fome navigable flream 
~. within 25 miles at far theft, and more commonly within a third 
‘part of that diflance. 

Jt is fuppofed, that this inlend navigation gives conflant em« 
ployment™o 30,000 boatmen. Nor will 4t be wondered at, 
wher it is known, that all the falt, anda alege, proportion of the 

2 The proper name of this iver in the unten of Windooftan (or Indoftan) 


Pas Pudda or Radda 11 in alfo named Buisza.Gonga, or the Great River; and 
7 ” Conga, the River, sby wty ofeminence 5 and from this, doubtlefs, the Curopew 


fal 
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Hames of the river derived, *, 
ft The ogthography « of this word, a given, fiete, is acgording to the Common 
Pronunciation is iengal buf “te fs faid to be written in che Sanfurle hugnage, 

Brahma, spootar, which fignifieg the = of Bishm, 
food 


or, n 
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food con fumed by ten ‘millions of pepple ae conveyed by water 
within the kingdom of Bengal and its dependencics. ‘To thefe 
mutt be added, the tran{port of the commercial expo-ts and im 
poits, probably to the amount of two millions Merling: per 
‘annum thejpterchange of manufadures and produdls through- 
out the whole country $ the fifheries'; and the aiticle of tra 


yelling *. ee 
” phete rivers, which a late ingenious gentleman aptly termed 
fifters and rivals the might have faid twin fitters, frown the con« 
tiguity of their {prings), exacly refemble cach other in length - 
of courfes in bulk, until they approach the fea; in the fimooth- 
nefé and colour of their waters; in the appoarance of their 
borders aud iflands; and, finally, ,ih’the height to which their 
Aoods rife with the periodical rains.” Of the two, the Burram- 
pooter is the largefls but the difference is not obvious to the” 
eye, ‘They ate how well known to derive their fgurees from 
the vaft mountains of Thibet +3 from whence they proceed.in 
oppofite dirodtionss the Ganges fouking the “pliins of Hin’ 
dooftan (or Indoftan) by the weft; and the Burrampooter by 
the cefts both purfuing the carly part of their courte through: 
rugged vallies and defiles, and feldom vifiting the habitations of 
men. ‘The Ganges, after wandering about 750 miles throtigh * 
thefe mountainous regions, ifluce forth a deity to the fuperfti- 
_ on 
* ‘Phe embarkations ange wie of wary in bulk fiom 480 torts down to the fine 
of a whenye Thofe fiom 30 to so tons ae reckoned the moft chgible for 
tsanfpoiting meichatidize. oo 
+ Thefe are wrongtt the highett ofthe mountains of the old hemjfphere. Jy 
yas not able to determine thelr height; but it may in fome the@fine bd gueffed, 
* by ahe circumftance of thelt rifin, confiaerebly atove the Yofizon, when yiewed! 


fiom the, plains of Beng/l, at the diftarice of 130 miles . 
Houey 
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ttous, yet gladdened, inhabitant of Tindoolan#, From Lurd- 
war (or Iurdoar) in Lititude 36°, where it gufhes through an 
opening in the mountains, ic flows with a fmooth navigable 
ftream through delightful plains during the remainder of its 
courfe to the fea (which is about 1380 miles) diMuling plenty 
immediately by means of its living produdions ; and feco ida- 
vily by eniiching the adjacent lands, and affording an cafe 
means of tranfport for the produéHons of its borders, In a 
military view, it opens a communication between the different 
pofts, and ferves in the capacity of am Zrary way through the 
country renders unneceflary, the forming of magazines; and 
infinitely a ae the celebrated inland navigation of North 
America, where the carrying places rot only obfiragt the pro- 
grefs of at amy, but cnable the adverfary to determine’ his 
“place and mode of attack with cortainty. 

In its courfe through the plains, it reccivee eleven rivers, fome 

of Which ate equal to the Rhine, aad none finaller than the 

a. 

® ‘rhe fibulons account of the orga of the Ganges (as co Yu ictted by 

my learned) “and ingenious fiiond c, we nouauton vou t, Tig.) ts, that it flows 

wit ot the fout of Beich’n * (from where, fy tie doris, rt bag ww sine 

Paddy, crit word figaiymg foot in the Sivaat Langu ye); ane thie aa ite 

* jcourfe to the plains of EL ndootinat p's tito gh mimmente tock fuped like 
Cos she ¢ ° . 

The allegory as highly exp eT re of the vehert ion wiyeh the Ufndoos hve for 
thed nousthern;s t dno of fo of thew priti ude to the Author of Nature lo 
beflow a gars toy it duetibes tre Dleding 13 flow ng pu Clysfro vhus bounty and 
good fs. ” a 

Phevack before muntioned has, T hlieve, never boon yiGted by any Lander 5 

oS Ad is even Alana by moof the ritivea tabeai no refemblrige t+ tie ebjed 

* fom w hence ft s 2eno ninald, Tfoweva, tg the eft éts of {1 purtlition do aftent 

™ dong furvise the Ubvfofts chit give fe Guth, the rock dk cavern dL arefeives the 


7 y Sow? bes 
nane of Gapemoals, ot Cow's ahigat. x 
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% Re Maiin he me wits V fliofy Ce TAR RVANG DULL. 
"Thames, 
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Thames, befides as many others of Iefler note. It is owing ta 
this vaft influx of fircaims, that the Ganges exceeds therNile fo 
gieatly in point of magnitude, wh'lfl the latter exceeds it in 
length of courfe by one-third. Indeed, the Gangcs is inferior 
in this latt refpoét, to many of the northern rivers of Afias 
though I ath inclined to think that it digchagces as much oF 
save urater than any of them, becaufe thofe rivers do not lic 
~ limits of the periodical rains *, . 
of théGanges 1s, as may be fuppofed, very uncqual 
width. From its firtt arrival in the plains at Tlurd- 


sporonal lengths of coufe cl fone of the moft notud rivers in the 
moeatly by the follow ing yumbers ¢ : 
opean Rivers. 


Thanes, - re x 
Rhine, » - 53 
Danube, : - ? 
Wolg, - . 9} 
tle river sy * 
. Indus, - ” ‘ 53, 
Tuphiates, “ - 8h 
Ganges, * * yf 
Bunampooter, . * of 
Nou Kian, of: Avi River, » gt 
Jenmfea, . - 10 
Oby, i ¢ S roy, 
Anf®or, “ . ir 
Lem, | “ . Wit 
Hoanho (af China), “ 148 
Kian Keu (of ditto), - 15} 
scan tiyers 
* Nile, 9 ~ * aa 
erica rivets Be ot ae 7 . 
Mjfiipi, “4 3 ° 
Amazons, - on an 


. as war, 
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war, to the conflux of the Jummunah (the ffl river of note that 
joins il) its bed ts generally fom a mile to a nile and a quarter 
aide; and, compared wita the lacter part of its covete, tole 
rably Qraight From hence, downward, its coule becomes 
more winding, and its bed confeque tly wider ‘, till, hav'pp 
alternately received the watcrs of the Gogra, Sotid, and Gun- 
duck, belides many fmaller Creams, its bed has attained its 
full widdlr; although, during the remaining Goo miles of it} 
coufe it receives many other principal Areams, Within this 
_ fpace it is, in the narroweft parts of its bed, half a mile w'de, 
and in the wideft, thiee miles; and that, in places whe e no 
lands intervenc. The ftieatn within this bed is always cithes 
increafing or decreafing, according to the feafon. When at its 
Jowett (which happens in April) the principal channel vatics 

fiom 400 yards to a mile and a quarter; but is commonly, about 

three quartg:s of a mile. cas 
‘The Gatiges is fordable in fome plices above the conflus of 

the Juanah,. “but the navigation is never iitertupted. Below 

that, the “channel is of confidcrable depth, for the additional 

{treams bring agreatcr acceflion of depth than width. At 500 

miles from the fea, the channel is thirty feet deep when the 
fiver isat its lowelt; and it continues at Jeaft this depth to the 
_ fea, where the fudden expanfign of the ream deprives it of the 
force neceflary to fweep away the bars of fand and mud thrown 
acrots it By the flrong foutherly wipds; feMthat the principal 
branch of the Gangcs cannot be enteea by large veflels. 

_ About 220 miles fiom the fea (but 300 reckoning the winds 
‘ings of the tiver) commences the head of the Delta of the 
Ganges, whrich is coftiderably mere thag twine the area, of 
‘that of the Nile, The tio welternmoft Sranches; named. the 
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% "This wal he &xplaired Phen the wind ugg of the siver ate tiertad of, 
Coffimbuzar 


8. , MA renneiy’s Account of the 


Coffimbuzar and Jellinghy Rivers, unite and form what is 
afterwards named the Hoogly River, which is tho port of 
Calcutta, and the only branch of the Gangs s that is common! y 
| Ravigated | by thips*. The Coflimbuzar River is almofl dry 
from Oeaber-to May 3 and the Jellinghy River (although -a- 
fieam runs init the whole year) is in fom® years unnavigable 
during two or*three of the dryeft months; fo that the only 
(fabordinate branch of the Ganges, that is at all times naviga~ 
bes is the Chundaah River, which feparates at Moddapour, 
nd terminates in the Hooringotta. 

That part of the Delta bordering on the fea, is compofid of. 
a labyrinth of rivers and crecks, All of which-are fale, except,’ 
thofe that immediately commiinicate with the principal arm: 
of the Ganges. This traét, known by the name of the 
Woods, or Sunderbunds, is insextent equal to the principality 
of Wales; and is fo completely enveloped in woods, and ins 
fefted with Tygers, that if any attempts have ever Deen made 
to clear it (as is reported) they have hitherto mileatied. Its 
numerous cahals are fo difpofed as to form a compleat inland? 
navigation throughout and acrofs.the lower part of the Delta, 
without either the delay of going round the head of it, or ‘the . 
hazard of putting to fea. Here falt, in quantities cyual to tho. 
whole confumption of Bengal: ard its dependencies, is made 





* The Hoogly Riveiz or wefternmoft branch of the Ginges, Fama mich 

deepei outlet to the fer thimtpe priggbrl brinch. Probably this may he OW ig to 
ns prec pitating a lefs quantiey or “ipud than the other; the quantity ot the 
Ganges avater difahtr ged here being lefs than in the othe: in the proportion at ong, 
a fix, Tron the difficult es that ocer tin nav gitiag the-cntranes of the Thoagly a 
aver, many ale ted, ‘to ‘fi ppofe, that ‘the chariels are fhallow.e ‘The ¢ fliculties, 
weyer, anife fiom* pring ip, the fhips aciof*fome of the find- binka, Whigs pios 
i fo % fy igtd the fea, that the channls between them cannot cul y be traceck 
row without. oe 


- and 
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and tran{ported with equal facility: and hore alfo is found an 
imcxhatftible fore of timber for boat-bulding. "The breadth 
of the lower part.of this Delta is upwaics of 180 miles; to 
which, if we add that of the two branches of the river that 
bound it, we fhall have about 200 miles for tha diflance to 
which the Ganges expands its branches at its junduon with the 
fea, oS = 
It has been obferved before, that the courfe of this iver, from 
Hurdwar to the fea, is through an uniform plain, or, at'leatt, 
. what appears fuch to the eye: for, the declivity is much too 
{mall to be perceptible. A feQion of the ground, parallel to 
ane of its brauches, in length 69 mites, was taken by order of 
Mr. wastines ; and it was found to have about nine inches de 
{cent in cach mile, reckoning in a ftiaight ine, and allowdnee 
being made for the curvature of the carth, But the windings 
of the riveg were fo great, as to reduce the deelivity on which 
the'water ran,, to lefs than four inches ger nile: and bya com 
parifon DA thé velocity of the ftream at the place of expe cmaent 
with thatin othe: places, I have no reaion to fuppofi, thit its 
general defeent exceeds it ®.. : 
Vhe medium rate of motion of the Ganges is Ief$ thin thive 
smiles an hour if the dy months. In the wet feafoi, and 
-duriug the deaining off of the tyiters from the inundated lands, 
the currygit runs from five to fix miles an Hour; but there are 
inf{tances oF its running fuven, and even cight miles, in parti- 


cular fituations, and under certain, cirfumftanecs, J have an 
. .7 
O° at F 
‘M1 govp unere dound the defeeit gf the river Amazons, in a ft aight 
cour ot bout 18@o ‘ies, t@ be about 1020 Englifh feet, ot Gj mehes ia mie, 
TE we allow ‘tor theey fac ngs, it copne? out nealy the fue te Grige (wl ca 
i 


wards about 15 nulemyhice, taking ws whole cot rfe oe the phiina), namely, 


about gunche: iif a mile, 2 . 
expermment 


1 . “My, nenncut’s Account of the 

capcriment of my owio1 record, in which my bow was cars 
ried 56 miles in cight hours; and that igainft fo fl-ong ewind, 
thot the boat had ev'dently no progicflive motion thiotph the 
water. 

When we, confider, that the velocity of the M-cani iy thice 
miles in one feafon, and five or more in theother, on the tame 
defvent of fout inches per mile; and, that the motion of the 
inundation is only half a mile per hour, a1 a much greater 
defcent 4 no futher proof is required how fmall the proportion 
of velocity is, that the defcent communicates, It io then, to 
the impetus originating at the {pring head, or at the place 
whare adventitious waters are poured i in, and {uecetfively coun, 

to every part of the Tuream, that we are piincipally 
the velocity, which is greater or lefler, according to 
y of water poured in. 
= there is found on one fide of the rivenan almof 
r bank, more or lefs clevated tbove the Qream, 
to) ae feafon, and with deep water near ibseand on 
: fide a bank, thelving away £ gridt ally Ws fo occas ® 
v water at fome didtance fiom the margin. "This is 
ularly the cafe in the moft winding parts of the 
ufe the very operation of winding produccs the 
wlving banks *: for the current is always flronpefl 
wnal fide of the curve fogmed hy the ferpentine 
he sivery and its continual adion on the banks 
. . 


is, that the fedtion of a tiver, that winds through | a loofe faite | 
uy to ar obtufe a agted=t tangle, one pf whofe figles 3 cxcced ugly” 
port oned togthe other two Yar. But whos s Btver pal everca ny 
fe, me fect on becomes nearly* the half of an olla divided 
cithee 
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either undermines them ”, or wathes them down. To places 
wheres the curent is remarkably rapid, or the foil t ico n- 
monly loofe, fuch tra&s of land ace {wept away in the cor fe 
of one feafon, as would aflonifh thofe who hive not becn cye~ 
witnefles to the mignitude and force of the mug hey fica ns 
occafioncd by the ptriodical rains of the tropical gions This 
eceflarily produces a gradual change in the courfe of the rivers 
what is’Ioft on one fide being gained on the other, by the mete 
operation of the ftream: for the fillen pieces of the bank dit 
folve quickly into muddy fand, wiich is hurd away by the 
current along the border of the channel to the point from 
whence the river turns off fo form the next reach, whess the 
fiream growing weak, it finds dyefting place, and helpsto form 
a fhelving, bank, which commences at the point, and cxécnen 
dowuwards, along the fide of the fuceceding reach. 

‘To accgunt for the facknets of the current at the point, it 
is neceflaf to obferve, that the ftrongetl paul of it, ulead of 
turning fhort*round the point, prefirves for fome timc thedir ¢ 
‘ton given it by the laft fleep bank, and is accorditgly thrown 
obliquely acrofs the bed of the river to tie ay on the oppofts 
fide, end purfucs its covefe along it, til the intavenuon of 
another point again obliges it to change fides.. 

Jn thofe few parts of the giver that are flraight, the banks 


undergo the leafl alteragion +, as uke curecnt rung parallel to 
e 
» Tithe c a fi iftn fome of: thefe b inks ar> mole thin 30 feet hyh, and often 
fall cow aa prces of miny tons weight, tnd om@afion fo tid cn and yoke i 
agitnt on of the wate +, as fumet mes to fink lige botts thit bipper to be neu 
"the tho'e. | * ye . 
+ Ibis “wore tdaa probille, that the fia’ght parts owe ticn exiftunce to (ye 
tenacity of the {gill which thei banks ae compyfed. Whi tever the cauié 
may be, the effect very clearly poms out fuch —_— as the propectt for 
placing towns fi. = . 
x thein s. 





12 ‘ Abs nannnre’s fecount of the 

them; but the Jeafl inflection of courlt has the TOR of throw 
4g the current againfl the bank ; and if this happor Pa part 
whore the foil is compofed of loofe fand, it produces im time a 
ferpentine winding. 

It is evident, that the repeated additions mace to th the ving 
bank before mentioned, become in time anocne oachimen an 
the channel of the iver; and thisis again counter bla ced by 
the deprcdations made on the oppofite ttep bink, the frag- 
ments ef which, cither bring about a repct tion of bic cream 
flanecs above recited, o1 forma bank or (hallow in the m‘dit of 
the channel. "Tusa fteep and a thelying bink ire ale rnately 
formed in the crooked parts of the rive: (the Aeep ane be ing 
the mdated fale, and the fhelving one the praje dive) s ard 
thus; acoutioual fludluation of courte is induced in all the 
winding pats of the river; cach meander having a perpeturt 
tendency to deviate more andimo‘ef-on the dine of rhe pe cral 
courfe of the river, by cating decpes inte te bays, and at the 
{ime time adding’ to the polits, tl cither dye opp te bays, 
meet, or the flrcam bicaks though the narrow ifthmus, and 
reflores atemporary ftraightoefs to the channal. 

Several of the windings of the Ganges ond its brine ies ace 
fall approaching to this tate; and in others, it aually exifts at 
prefent, ‘The expetience of thee 1 mages fhould operate againtt 
attempting canals df any length, inthe higher parts of the 
csmatiys and Tmueh doubt, if auy in the lower parts would - 
long comine navigable Dyring eleven ycars of my refidence 
in Baigal, Ure Sailer or head of the Jellinghy River wag pras, 
dually removed thiee quartersof a mile farther down . and by 
two fuveys of a part of the adjacent bank eof the anges, 

|| taken about the diftince of nine years frora cach othe , it ap 
peared that the brerdil of an Englith mile and Qhalf had bear 
: taker 
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taken away. This is, however, the moft rapid change that 1 
have noticed; a mile in ten er twelve years being the ufual 
rate of incroachwent, in places where the current {trikes with 
the greateft force, namely, where two adjoining reaches ap- 
proach neareft to a tight angle, In fuch fityationsit not unfre- 

uently excavates gulfs * of confiderable length within the 
bank, Thefe gulfs are in the direétion of the ftrangeft parts of 
the ftreath ; and are, in fact, the young /boots (if may fo exprels 
myfelf) which in time flrike out and become branches of the 
river; for we generally find them at thofe tuinings that have 
the fmalleft angles +. 

Two caufes, widely differtnt from each other, occafion the 
meandering courfes of rivers} the one, the irregularity of the 
ground through which they run, which obliges them to 
wander in queft of a declivity s the other, the loofenefs of 
the foil, which yields to the fridlion of the border of the 
ftream, ‘Che meanders in the firft cafe, are, of courfe, as 
digreflixg, and irregular as the furface they are projected 
“ont but, in the Jatter, they are fo far reducible to rule, 
that rivers of unequal bulk will, under fimilar ci:cumflances, 
take a circuit to wind 11, whofe extent is in proportion 
to their refpective breadths: for I have obferved, that 


e 

* The Count pe nurion idvifes the digg ug of fuch gulfa in the banks of 
oidinary ravgis, with a view to divert the eumrent, when bridges or other build- 
ings ae endangered by it. P _ 

+ The courfes of thefe binnches at the cflux, generally, if not always, become 
1etrog ade to the corife of the river. for, a fand bank accumulating at the uppet 
“point of fep uation, gives, oblique di ection upw uds, to the ftream, wh'ch would 
pttibu wife vin outat right apgles. “This fand bank being alwiys on the increnfe, 
oceafiohs a cotofian of the oppofite Mink } and by thig means afl, ot mofl of tle 
outlets hive a progrettive motion Gowowards ; ax Lnaze befure remarked of the 
Jellinghy Rivers in de foregomg pues | sp , 
: when 
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when a branch of the Ganges is fallen fo low .a3 to occupy 
only a part of its bed, it no Jonger continues in the linc of its 
oldcourfe; but works ittelf a now channal, which winds from 
fide to fide acrofs the former one. Ihave oblerved too, that in 
two fixcams, of equal fize, that which has the flowett cur. 
rent has alfo the finallcft windings: foras thefe (in the prefent 
cafe) are folely owing to the depredations made on the banks 
by the force of the current 5 fo the extent of thefB “depreda- 
tions, or, in other words, the dimenfions of the windings, will 
be determined by the degree of force acting on the banks, 
he windings of the Ganges in the plains, are, doubtlefs, 
o the loofenefs of the foit; and (I think) the proof of 
it they are perpetually changing wich thofe, origi- 
luced by an inequality of furface, can {dom, or never 


eafily fuppofe, that if the Ganges was turncd into a 
canal, cut through the ground it now travérfea in the 
nding parts of its courfe, its M-aightnels yauld Le 
daration, Some yielding part of the bank, or that 
appened to be the moft ftrongly Wed on, would firft 
led or diffolved : thus a bay or cavity would be formed 
le of the bank. This begets an inflection of the cur 
vich, falling obliquely on the fide of the bay, corrodes 
wntly, When the current bas pafled the inncmoft 
the bay, it receives a new direQion, and is thrown 


3 been remarked, that the courfes of rivers beeome more wind’ag ag 
ch the fea. ‘This, 1 bel’ve, will only hold t good i in fuch a take cha 
of their courfe through a ‘Tidy foil. Tn | the Ganges, and other tiveks 
offider able variations int thé bulk of their Krenmpe, the bef marks of 
+ of the fea alte, the lownofa of the her banke, and ad tnet uafing 
f thé fhallowgh ite bed, 6 “ 

dliquely 

‘ 
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obliquely towards the oppofite fide of the canal, depofiting in 
its way the matter excavated from the bay, and which begins 
to form a fhallow or bank contiguous to the border of the cana}, 
Here then is the origin of fuch windings as owe their exiftence 
to the nature of the foil. The bay, fo corroded, in time be-~ 
comes large enougl! to give a new dieétion to the body of the 
canal: gud the matter excavated from thie bay is fo difpofed as 
to affift in throwing the current again the oppofite bark, 
where a procefs, fimilar to that 1 have been deforibing,» will be 
bepun. 

The aétion of the curreit on the bank will alfo have the 
effeX of decpening the bordér of the chatmel near it; and this 
again increafes the velocity of the current in that pat. Thus 
would the-canal gradually take a new form, till it became that 
the river now is. Even when the windiigs have leftined the 
defeent ong half, we Quill find the current too powerful for the 
banks to withftand i it. 

‘Thersare not wanting inflances of a total change of courte , 
“tn fome of the Bengal rivers *®. The Cofa River fequal to the 
Rhine) once ran by Purneah, and joined the Ganges oppofite 
Rajemal, Its junélion is now 45 miles higher up. Gow, the 
ancient capital of Bengal, ftood on the banks of the Ganges, 

Appearances favour very flrongly the opinion, that the! 
Ganges had its former bed in the tra& stow occupied by the 
lakes and moraffes between Nattore and Jafliergunge, fliking 
out of its prefent courfe at Bauleah, amd pafling by Pootyah. 
With an equal degree of probability (favoured by tradition) we 
“may trace*its foppdled courfe byDacca, to a junGion with the 
Burrampooter or Meptha Bpate rr nee where the accumu 


* The Moot jp lake Is ong, at the windings, af a a formes, canel of the Gof. 
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16  Mrcaunnany’s decount of the 
lation of two fuch mighty ftreams probably {cooped out the 
prefent amazing bed of the Mcgna*, ‘ 

In tracing the fea coaft of the Delta, we find ue lefs thay 
eight openings 3 each of which, without hefitation, one prov 
nounces to haye beén in its time the principal mouth of the 
Ganges. Nor is the oceafional deviation of the principal branch, 
probably, the only cauie of fluadation tn the dimenfions of the 
Delta, Qne obférves, that the Deltas of capital rivers (the 
tropical. ones paiticularly), encroach upon the fea, Now, i is 
not this owing to the mud and fand brought down by the rivers, 
and' gradually depofited, from the remoteft ages down to the 
prefent time? Thetivers, we know, are loaded with mud and 
fond at their entrance into the fea; and we alfo know, that the 
fea wecovers its tranfparency at the diftance of twenty leagues 
from the'coaft; which can only mife fiom the waters having 
precipitated theif earthy partichs within that (pace, , "Lhe fand 
and, mud banks'at this time, extend twenty niles off fome of 
theiflands in thic mouths of the Ganges and Buriampo ter 3 and 
in many places rife within a fow feet of the Lurface. Somé 
future generation will probably fee thefe banks rife above water, 
and fuccveding ones poffefs and cultivate them ! Next to earth- 
quakes, perhaps the floods .of the tropical rivers produce the 
quickefb alterations in the face of our globe, TExtentive iflands 
aré formed in the channel of the Gonpes, during a period fas 
Short of that of a man’s life; fo that the whole procefs hes 
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* Megna and’ Burrampooter are names belonging to the fame tuerin dl Tarentt 
‘pata of its coulfe. ‘Ihé Megna falls into the Burramtposter ; and, though a meh 
nee Tver, ee ate pane to the other dining the ref at jee 
cotiifer ’ 


. within 


Ganges avd Burrampooter Rivers, * Vy 
within the compafs of his obfervation *, Some of thefe iflands, 
four or five miles in extent, are formed at the angular turnings 
of the river, and were originally large fand banks thrown up 
round the points (in the manner beforo deferibed) but after- 
wards infulated by breaches of the river, Others are formed 
in the ftraight part’ of the river, and in the middle of the 
{tream; arid owe their origin to fome cbftruction lurking at the 
bottom. * Whether this be the fragments of the river bank; a 
lange tree {wept down from it; or atunken boat; it is fufficient 
for a foundation: anda heap of fand is quickly colle@ed below 
it. ‘This accumulates amazingly falt: in the courfe of a fow 
years it peeps above water, @nd having now: ufurped a confiz 
derable portion of the,channel, the river borrows on cach, fide 
to fupply the deficiency jn its bed; and in fuch parts of athe 
river we always find fteep banks on both fides +. Each periodi~ 
cal flood brings an addition of matter to this growing iMland ; 
incseafing it in height as well.as extenfion, until its top is pein 
feally ona level with the banks that include it; and at that 
period of its growth it ‘has mould enough on it fr the pur 
pofes of cultivation, which is owing to the mud left on itwhen 
the waters fubfide, and is indeed a part of the osconomy which, 
nature obferves in fertilizing the lands in general. 

Whilft the .siver ig forming new ilands in one part, it is 
weeping away old ones du other parts, Inethe pragiefa of this 
deftrugivé operation, we have opportunities of obferving, by 
means of tlfe {ections of the falling bank, the regular ares 


an Ancoudpaty the Igsva ve allyvion we afcertaingd with great pre- 
eifon, ° 
+ This evidently points oor the neans fos presenting encrorchments on r 
fiver bank in the flrs ght parts of its courf,y wa to remove the flallows yn tne 
, sided of {te clrannel, 
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18.) Mr, aewnnes's Account of the 
bution of the feveral ftrata of fand and carths, Lying! above 
one another in the order in which they decreafe in giavity, Ag 
they can ouly owe this difpofition to the ageney of the Nrcanr 
that depofited them, it would appear, that thefe fubftances tye 
fufpended at different heights in the ftream, according to their 
refpedtive gravities, We never find a ftfatum of carth under 
one of'fand; for the muddy particles float neareft the furface *, 
T have counted feven diftipét ftrata in a feétion of one of thete 
iflands’ Indeed, not only the iflands, but moft of the rivey 
1 t= wear*the fame appearance: for as thd river is always. 
1g its prefent bed, and vergin g towards the fite of fome 
ont now obliterated, this muft tteceflarily be the cafe. 
t ftrong prefumptive proof of the wandering of the 
fiom the one fide of the Delta to the other, Imutt ob. 
chat there is no appearance of virgin earth between the 
1 Hills on the eal, and the province of Burdwan on the 
rox on the noith till we arrive iw Dacca and Bauleah, 
tho feGions of the numerous creeks and rivers in the 
nothing appears but fad and black mould irr regular 
til! we arrive at the clay that forms the lower part of 
eds. There is not any fabflmice fo conf as gravel 
nthe Delta or nearer the fea than goo miles 4, wherea 
wint, a part of the bafe of the neighbouring hills, pro- 
to the river? but out of the wieinity of the preat rivers 
is cither red, yellow, or of adeep brown, 
f 


alafs of water taken ont of the Ganges, when at its height, yields abguy 
jn fom of mad, No wonder then unt the fatliding waters fiould 
forn a ftratum of earth; o: that the Delta fhould’enevo th npon the 
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Ganges aud Burrampooter Rivers: 19 
_* Lcome now to the particulars of the annual {welling and 


overflowing of the Ganges *. 
It appears to owe its increafe as much to the rain water that 


falls in the mountains contiguous to its foarce, and to the 
fources of the great northern riveis that fall into it, as to that 
which falls in the plains of Hindooftan ; for it rifes fiftcen fect 
anda half out of thirty-two (the fum total of its rifing) by the 
latter end’ of June: and it is well known, that the rainy {eafon 
does not begin in moft of the flat caflntries till about that time. 
In the mountains it begins early in April; and by the latter 
“end of that month, when the rain-water has reached Bengal, 
the rivers begin to rife, but by very flow degrees; for the in- 
creafe is only about an inch per day for the ficft fortnight. It 
then gradually augments to two and three inches before gny 


# An op‘nion has long previiled, that the fwell’ng of the Ganges, picvious to 
the co nmericeiyent of the tumy ferfon in the flit conartiies, is tia piewt newfie 
owing to the malting of the frow i the momitting. 1 will not go fo fir vs tctal y 
to difallow the fad; but can by no meins {uppofe, that the qi naty of {iow 
water beats any proportion tq the ancieafe cf the river. “ 

+ The vat collect’on of vapours, 1 ited fon the fea hy ho furterly or 
fouth-weft monfoon, are fuddenly topped by the lofty tidge of nountans vit rings 
fiom ent to weit throngh ‘Thibet. It 1s oby ous, th t the acen nulition and con. 
denfation of thefe vapours, mutt fit happenin the neig abowhood of tac o ofticle; 
and fuccefively in placea mote remote, aa ich {upphes arnyve to fi} the itmo- 
“Sphere. Fence the priority of Gomunencement of the lay fenfon in phees chat 
he neareft the, mount: ins, 

All the rivers that ae fituated within the finite of the monfoons, ot finfting 
trade winds, are fubject to overtlowings at vnnually fated penods, hke tle 

Ganges and thefe petiods return ducing the ferfon of the fortherly wind, th ¢ 
ting the only gvind which bii igs vapours from the fea; and thus be ng peuacic. , 
the falls of 1ain mit neceflaily be fo too. 

The northerly vind, which blows *0 aly over the land, is dry; for no iia 
(except cafial fvowers) falls during The continuance of that monfoon, 

quantity 
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quantity of rain falls in the flat countries ; and when the rain 
becomes general, the increafe on a medium is five inches por 
day By the latter end of July all the lower parts of Bengal, 
contiguous to the Ganges and Burrampooter, are overflowed, 
and form an inundation of more than a hundred miles in width ; 
nothing appearing but villages and trees, ‘excepting very rarely 
the top of an elevated fpot (the artificial mound of fome de- 
ferted village) appear ing like an ifland. 

The inundations in Bengal differ from thofe in Egypt in this 
particular, that the Nile owes its fluods entirely to the rain-__ 
water that falls in the mountains near its fource; but the inu r+ 
dations in Bengal a.e as much decafioned by the riin that falls 
there, as by the waters of the Ganges; and as a proof of it, the 
lands in general are overflowed to a, confiderable height long 
before the bed of the river is filled, It mutt he remarked, that 
the ground adjacent to the river bank, to the extent of fome 
miles, is confiderably higher than the s¢fl of the country *, 
and ferves to feparate the waters of the inundation from thofe 
of the rivér until it overflows, This high pround is in foie 
feafons covered a foct or more ; but the height of the inunda- 
tion within, varies, of cowrfe, according to the irregularities of 
the ground, and is in fome places twelve fect. 

Even when the inundation becomes general, the river {ill, 
fhews itfelf, as wall by the grafs and reeds on its banks, as hy 
its rapid and muddy ftream ; for the water of the ‘ihundation 
acquires a blackith hye, by having been fo long eg hans 


* This property of the bank is well accounted for by Count, uurtox, who 
inpates it to the pice pitat'o1 of intid nide by the waters of the very When at 
we flows. The nuidatios, fiys the, pussies itfelf as it ows over the plan; fo 
that the precipitation mult be g erteft on the” puts nerreft Lo the, margin of the 
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amonph grafs aud other vegetables: nor docs it ever lofe this 

tinge, Which is a proof of the predominancy of the rain water 

over that-of the river; as the flow rate of motion of the inun- 

dation (which does not excced half a mile fer hour) is of the 
~remarkable flatnefs of the countiy. 

, There ae particular traéts of land, which, from! the natu-e 
of their culture, and fpecies of productions, require lefs moif- 
ture than otheis; and yct, by the lownefs of their fitt ation, 
would remain too long inundated, were they not guarded by 
dikes of danis, from fo copidus an inundation as would other- 
wife happen from the great elevation of the furface of the siver 
above them. ‘Thefe dikes aré kept up at an enormous expence ; 
aid yct do not always fucceed, for want of tenacity in the foil 
of which they are compefed. a 

During the {woln flate of the river, the tide totally lofes its 
cffe& of ceumteracting the ftream 5 and in a great meafure that 
of chbing and,flowing, except very near the féa, ‘It is not un- 
common: for a flrong avid, that blows up the rivet for any con~ 
tinuance, to fell the waters two fect above the ordinary level 
at that feafon s and {uch acdidents Have occafioncd the lots of 
whole crops of riee® A very tragical event happened at 
Luckipour { ir 1763, by a ftrong gale of wind confpiring with 
a high {pring tide, at 9 on when the periodical flood was 
within », foot aid half o¥ its higheft pitch. Jt is faid that the 


waters rolt fix feet above the ordinary level. Certain it is, that 
® 
* The tice I fpeak of is of a patticulur hinds for the gtowth of ts flalk 
Peeps pace Wigh the increyfe of the flood at ordinary ¢ mes, bat is duitioyed by a 
tod fudden tafe of ehe water, , ‘The hatvell ts often reaped in boi, “The e1s ufo 
a kind of ging which overtops the stood inthe dane manner, and 10 final 
datange has the appearance of a fel. of thetic h fverdae 
4 ‘Lue plac is s Aitued about fi ty milyg from te fet. 
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the inhabitants of a confiderable diflrid, with their houfts and 
cattle, weie totally fwept away; and, to aggravate their ditt 
trefs, it happened in a part of the country which {carce pro- 
duces a fingle tree fora drowning man tocfLape to. 

Embarkations of every kind traverfe the inundation : thofe 
bound upwards, availing themfelves of a direé& courfe and fill 
water, at afeafon when every ftyeam ruthes like a torient, "T° he 
wind too, which at this {egfon blows regularly from the fouth- 
caft *, favours their progrefs; infomuch, that a voyage, which 
takes up nine or ten days by the courfe of the river when con- 
fined within its banks, is now effeéted in fix. ILufbandry and 
grazing ae both fafpended; and®the peafant traverfes in his 
boat, thofe fields which in another feafon he was wont to 
plow; happy that the elevated fite qf the river banks place 
the herbage they contain, within his reach, otherwite his cattle 
mutt perifh. 

The following is a table of the gradual inordate of the 
Ganges and its branches, according to obfervations made at 
Jellinghy : and Dacca. 


At Jellinghy. At Dacea, 
y Tt. In It. In, 
In May it rofe - * 6 © 2 2 
Juve - =~ += * 9 6 4 6 
July -* = = 22 % 5. 6 
Jn the firft half of Auguftt 4 0 ey 
° a coe 
32 0 i, 3 


. 


e ° 
* Although in the gulf ot bay of Beng the tmonfoon blowa fiom the S.4.W, 
and $ W. yep in the cattera and noithern pate of Beugal it blows fiom the $.3. 
e 
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"Chefe obfervations were made in a ferfon, when the waters 
wile iither higher than ufoal; fo that we may take 31 fect lot 
the medium of the increafe, 

The inundation iv nearly at a ftand for fome days preceding 
the middle of Augutt, when it begiis to run off; for although 
great quantities of vain fall in the flat counties, duuing Auguft 
and Scptember, yct, by a partial ceflation of the rains in the 
mountains, there happens a deficiengy in the fupplics neceflary 
to kcep up the inundation‘. The quantity of the daily de- 

-cieafe of the river is nearly in the following propottion : 
du‘ing the latter half of Auguft, and all September, from 
three to four inches 5 from September to the end of Novembe-, 
it gradually leffens from three inchzs to an inch and a half; 
and fiom November to the latter end of April, it is only half 
an inch fer day at a medium. Thefe proportions mutt be un< 
derfoad togielite to fuch pats of the tiver as are temoved 
fiom the influence of the tides; of which more witl be: faid 
by and by, The decreafe of the inundation docs not always 
keep pace with that of the river, by reafon of the height of 
the banks; but after the beginning of OGober, when i lain 
has nearly ceafed, the remainder of the inundation goes off 
quickly by evaporation, leaving the lands highly manured, and 
‘in a ftate fit to receive the feed, after the fimple operation of 
plowing. . > 

Theie is a cireumftance ‘attending the increafe of the Ganges, 
and which, } believe, is little known @r attended to; becaufe 
few people J lave made experiments on the heights to which the 


* Thise fated the midd cf Augut for the period when the « tors beg a to 
rm off; aid im general it happens with more regularity than the vicufic es of tle 
ferfons dave But there se exeeptions to its fof in the yew 19774 the wives sept 
up for nena month pftes theufiltine = © “ 
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periodical flood 1ifes in different places, The circumftance f 
allude to, is, the difference of the quantity of the inercale (as 
expreffed in the foregoing table) in placcs moze or Icfs 1c note 
from the fea. It isa fa, confirmed by repeated experi nents, 
that from about the place where the tide eqgmmences, to the fia, 
the height of the pesiodical increafe diminifhes gradually, until 
it totally difappears at the point of confluence. Indeed, this is 
perfectly conformable to the known laws of fluids: the Ocean 
preferves the fame fevel at all feafons (under fimilar circum- 
ftauces of tide) and neceffartly influences the level of all the 
waters that communicate with it, ynlefs precipitated in the form 
of acataraé Could we fuppofe, for a moment, that the in+ 
creafed column of water, of 31 feet perpendicular, was conti- 
nued all the way to the fea, by forhe preternatural apency : 
whenever that agency was removed, the head of the column 
would diffife itfelf over the Ocean, and the reinxining parts 
would follow, from as far back as the influence of the Ocean: 
extended ; forming a flope, whofe perpendicular height would 
be 3: feet. This is the precife fate in which we find it, At 
the point of junétion with the fea, the hcipht is the fam2 in 
both feafons at equal times of the tide, At Tuckipour there 
isa difference of about fix feet between the heights in the dit- 
ferent feafonss at Dacca, and places adjacent, 143 and near’ 
Cuftee, 31 feet. Here then is a regular flope ; for therdiNances 
between the places bear a proportion to the refpedive heights. 
This flope mol add fo the rapidity of the ftream; for, fup- 
pofing the defccnt to have been originally four inches per miley 
this will increafe it to about ‘five and ay half, Cuttee j is about 
240 miles fom, the fea, by thé courfe of thé rivers; and the 
fur face of the river there, during the.diy. feafon, is about 80 
fat 
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feet above the level of the fea at high water*. "Thus far docs 
the Ocean manifefl its dominion in both feafons: in the one by 
the ebbing and flowing of its tides; and in the other by de- 
prefling the pesiodical flood, till the furface of it coincides as 
nearly with its own, as the defcent of the channel of the iver 
will admit +. 

Similar civcumftances take place in the Jellinghy, Eoogly, 
and Burrampooter Rivers; and, I fippofe, in all others that 
are fubjeél cither to periodical or occafional {wellings. 

Not only does the flood diminifh near the fea, but the river 
banks diminith in the fame proportion 3 fo that in the dry fea- 
fon the height of the periodical flood may be known by that. 
of the bank.. 

fam aware of an objxétion that may be made to the above 
folution ; which is, that the lownefs of the banks in places 
near the fea, is the true revon why the floods do not attain fo 
confiderable a height, as in places farther removed fiom it, and 
where the banks are high; for that the river, wanting a bank 
to confine it, diffufes itfelf over the furface of the country. In 


* The tides in the River Amazons are perceptible at Goo miles above 1t3 
mouch ; ac at an cleyicion af ony go fect, according to M, 01 conpaminc, Ie 
emains to be told what the ftate of the tive: wis at the time of nak ng the 

“expelmment ; becaufe the land-floods have the effect of Shortening the limits of the 
tide’s way, , ‘ id 
+ The Count pu nurrow has flightly mentioned this circu nitimee attending 
the fwelling of rivera; but imputes it to the increnfed velocity of the cuttent, 9% 
the iiver approaches the feas which, fays he, caries off the imuncanon fo 
auigh, as to abate its heights Now (with the utmoft deference to fo great an 
authority) [ could pever Perecive, that the emrent, ether m the Grnges, or iny 
other iver, Was frquger near’ the Serythan at a diflance from it. Tver af we 
admit an acceleration of the enuent duung the ebb tide, the flux retards it in fo 
confiderabld a degree, as at leaf’ to counter balan > the effects prodice! by the 
temporary increafe af velocity, 
, 


26 : Mr nenneci's Account of the 
anfwer to this, I fhallobferve, th t it is proved by experiment, 
that at any given time, the quantity of the inercaft in dittrent 
places, bears a jut proportion to the fum total of the inercafe 
in each place refpectively : or, in other words, that when the 
sjver has rifen three feet at Dacca, where the whole rifing is 
about 14 feet; it will have rofe upwards of fix fect and, a 
half at Cuftee, where it rifes 31 foct in all. ° 

The quantity of water difcharged by the Ganges, in one 
fecond of time, during the dry feafon, is 80,000 cubic fect ; 


but in the place where the experiment was made, the river, - 


when full, has thrice the volume of water in it; and its mo- 
tion is alfo accelerated in the proportion of 5 to 3: fo that the 
quantity difcharged in a f{econd at that (cafon is 40 §,000 cubic 
feet, If we take the medium the wltole year through, it will 
be nearly 180,0¢0 cubic fect in a fecond, 
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THE Burrar pooter, which has its fource front the oppolite 
fide of the fame mountains that give rile to the Ganges, fi fl 
takes its courte eaftward (or direQly oppolite to that of the 
Ganges) throug’: the countiy of Thibct, where it is named 
Sanpoo or Zanciu, which bears the fame interpretation as the 
Gonga of Hindooftan : namely, “the River, The courle of it 
thiough Thibet, as given by Father py anor, and formed 
into a map by Mr, D’anvinier, though fufficiently exad for 
the purpofes of general’geography, is not particular enough to 
afcertain the precife lengthyof its courfe After winding witlr 
a rapid current tl rough Thibet, it wathes the border of the ters 
ritory of Lafla (in which is the fefidence of the grand Lama) 
and thon deviating tyom an eaft to a fouth-eafl courte, it ap- 


proaches within 220 miles of “Yunan, the welternmoft province 
at 
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of China, Here it appears, as if undetermined whether to 
attempt a paflage to the fea by the Gulf of Siam, o1 by that of 
Bengil; but feemingly determining on the latter, it turns fud- 
denly to the weft thiougn Alam, and cotus Bengal on tre 
north-eaft I have not been able to learn the exret place where 
it changes ifs name ;*but as the people of Affim call it Bure 
rathpoot, it would appear, that it takes this name on its enter- 
ing Affami. After its ontty into Bengal, it makes a circuit 
round the weflern point of the Garrow Mountains; aid then, 


altering its courfe to fouth, it mects the Ganges about qo miles 


fiom the fea. 

Father pu 1anng exprefles his doubts concerning the courfe 
that the Sapo takes after leaving "Ihibet, and only {uppofes 
generally that it fallsintothe gulf of Bengal. M, p'anvinre, 
his geographer, with great rcafon fuppofed the Sanpoo end 
Ava River to be the fame: and in this he wa. juft ficd by the 
information which his matetials afforded hear i the Burtam- 
pooter was reprefented to hizn, as one of the infenor flreams 
that contributed its waters the Ganges, and not as its equal 
or fuperior ; and this waa tufficicnt to direct his refearches, after 
the mouth of the Sanpoo River, to fome other quater. "The 
Ava River, as well from its bulk, as the bent of its courfe for 
fome hundred miles above its mouth, appeared to hin to bea 
continuation of the riversin queftion ; and jt was accordingly 
defcribed"as fuch in his maps, the authority of which was 
juftly eflecmed as decifive; and, ull the year 176 @ the Bur- 

tampooter, asa capital river, was unknown in If urope. 

” On tracing this iver in 1765, 1 was no lefs furpiized, at find- 
ing it rather larger thansthe Ganges, than at its courfe previous 
to its entering Bengal. This I found to bé fiom the ealts 


although” all the former accounts reprcfented it as from the 
noth : 


a8 Mr, wunnis's Account of the 

north: and this unexpe&ed difcovery foon led to euquities, 
which farnifhed me with an account of its general courfe to 
within 100 miles of the place where pu ranpn left the San- 
poo, I could no longer doubt, that the Buriampooter and 
Sanpoo were one and the fame river: and to this was added the 
pofitive aflurances of the Affamers, “ That heir river cyine 
“ from the north-weft, through the Bootan mountains.” And 
to place it beyond a doubt, that the Sanpoo River is not the fame 
with the river of Ava, but that this laf is the great Nou Kian 
of Yunan; Ihave in my pofleffion a manufcript draught of the 
Ava River, to within 150 miles of the place where pu manor 
Jeaves the Nou Kian, in its courfe towards Ava; together with 
very authentic information that this river (named Trabatrey by 
thé people of Ava) is navigable from: the city of Ava into the 
province of Yunan in Chint*, 

The Burrampooter, during a courfe of goo miles through 
Bengal, bears fo intimate a refomblance to the Ganges, execpt 
in one particular, that ove defeription may ferve for both. ‘The 
exception I mean is, that, during the lft 60 miles before its 
jundtion with the Ganges, it forms a flream which is repulaily 
f:om four to five miles wide, aad bute for its Cofhness might 
pafs for an arm of the fea,* Common defeription fails in an 
attempt to convey an adequate idea, of the grandeur of thin 
maguificent abjed’; for, - 

7 a Scarce the mute | 

Dares flretch her wihg o'er this cnormous mals 

Of rufhing water ; to whofe dread expan{e, 

Continuous depth, and wond’rous length of cou fe, 


s 





oy ao. 
* The courfes cf the Burrampoote: and Ganges, as well aa thit of the Ava 
Rwer from Yunan t> the fea; will thoutly be déferibed in a targe feet map of 
Hindoottan, 
Our | 


Ganges and Burrampooter Rivers. 29 
Our floods are rills 
Thus pouring on, it proudly feeks the deep, 
Whote vanquifh'd tide, recoiling from the fhock, 


Yields to this liquid weight 
. ‘rmomson’s Seafons. 
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T havé already endcavoured to account for the fingular breadth 
of the Megna, by fuppofing that the Ganges once joined it 
where the Ifamutty now does; and that their joint waters 
{eooped out its prefent bed. The prefent jundion of thefe two 
mighty rivers below Luckipgur, produces a body of running 
freth water, hardly to be equalled in the old hemifphe‘e, and, 
perhaps, not excecded in the new. It now forms a gulf inter- 
{perfed with iflands, fome of which rival, in fize and fertility, 
our Ifle of Wight. The watcr at ordinary times is hardly 
brackith at ‘the extremities of thefe iflands; and, in the rainy 
feafon, the fea (or at leaft the furface of it) is perfeltly freth to 
the diftance of many Jeagues out. 

The Bore (which is known to be a fadden and abrupt influx 
of the tide into a river or narrow ftrait) picvails in the principal 
branches of the Ganges, and in,the Megna; but the Hoogly 
Rivér, and the paflages betweem the iflands and fands fituated in 
the gulf, formed by the Gonfluence of the Ganges and Megna, 
ave more fubje& to it than the other rivers. This may be 
owing partly; to their having greater embouchures in propo ton 
to their channels, than the others have, by which means 1 
lirger propertion of side is forced. through a paflage compara- 
tively fmaller; And partly, to there be'ng no capital openings near 
thom, to draw off any confideratle poition of the accumuliting 
tide. In the Huogly or Culcutta River, thg Bare commences at 


Hoogly Point (ehe place where the river lift contradts itfelf) 
nh “and 
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nd is perceptible above Hoogly ‘Town $ and fo quick ia its 
notion, that it hardly cmploys four hours in travelling fiom 
yne to the other, although the diftance is near 70 miles. At 
Calcutta, it fometimes occafions an inftantaneous rife of five 


feet; and both here, and in every other pait of its track, the 


boats, on its approach, immediately quit the fhore, and make 


for fafety to the middle of the river. 

In the channels, between the iflands in the mouth of the 
Megna, &c. the height of the Bore is faid to execed twelve feet 3 
and is fo terrific in its appearance, and dangerous in its conte- 
fre to pafs at {pring tide. After 


quences, that no boat will vent 
the tide is fairly pafl the iflands, no veflige of a Bore 1s feeny 


which may be owing to the great width of the Megna, in com~ 
parifon with the paflages between the iflands ; but the «feds 
re iw ara vile enough by the fudden sifing of the tides. 
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“LET T ER 
| 


TO THE NONOURABLE 


= 
| The Direétors of the Eaft-India Company, 
4 FROM ‘ 
gonna re ANDREW STUART, Esq 


‘. Upnaie? 
he ye 


[ March, 1781. ] 


Lees 
than may be neceflary to conne@ together what has pafled cn that 
fubjeél, and to placc before you, in one view, the object of my former, 
and of my prefent, application. 

For that purpole, I beg leave fhorily to remind you, that in my 
former Letter, I took occafion to fuggelt two different methods of 
redrefs; to the one or the other of which, General Stuart and his 
friends were of opinion he was at that time entitled. ; 

The firft was, a trial by a Court-Martial on the fpot where the tran! 
actions happened—-The fecond was, that you, Gentlemen, fhould 
enter into the examination of his cafe, and decide upon it your- 
felves, from the ample materials then 11 your pofleflion, without the 
intervention of any other Court. - 

OF thefe two methods of redrefs, General Stuart himfelf flrongly 

and uniformly preferred the trial by a Court-Martial, as a Jud cature, 
the befl calculated to decide upon every military offence, and to clear, 
up the condud of a military man. 
° The fecond was the mode which I prefled the mofk, for reafons 
explained at large in my Letter of 1778, and becaufe I forefaw, from 
the nature of the objeGions which had been made by the Governor and 
Council at Madras, to granting the trial in March 1778, that thofe 
objections would moft probably he again infifled upon; and that the 
only confequences of a new order for a trial, would be a new refufit’ 
on the part of your Servants-at Madras, and a new difappoiatment to 
General Stuart, 

Tt was your pleafurs, not to comply with my requeft, "of laking 
upon, yourfelves the-examination of his cafe, but you preferred 
a renewal of the orders for a trial at Madras; and thofe orders 
were made peremptory and abfolute. Yotr General Letter in De~ 
cember 1778, contained pofitive orders to the Governor and Council 
at Madras, forthwith to make the neceflary requifition to the Com 

. ~miander 
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mander in Chief of the King’s troops there, for aflembling a Court 
Martial on General Stuart’s cafe. 

But the fame Letter contained alfo a paragraph, dire@ing the 
Aoppage of bis Pay; to which I beg leave to call your particular at- 
tention, as that circumflance will appear in the fequel to have in- 
creafed all the former difficultics on the fubjeét of the propofed trial. 

‘he paragraph relating to the ftoppage of his Pay is in thefe 
words + 
“ As we mufl now take for pranted, that a Court-Martial will be 
affembled, without delay, to try Brigadier General Stuart, and that he 
will be legally acquitted or condemned by the mofl proper tribunal, 
we fhall only add by this opportunity, that whatever may be the 
fentence of the Court-Martial to be held on Brigadier General Stuart, 
or on any other military officer, in confequence of the late troubles, 
you are to obferve, that the pay and emoluments of every fach 
officer ceafed immediately on his fufpenfion from the fervice ; and 
that, even if fentence of acquittal fhall be pafled by the Court-Martial,” 
no fufpended officer fhall receive any allowance on the Company’s 
account, for any part of the time which he has remained, or fhall 
remain, under fufpenfion, except by the exprefs orders of the Court 
- © of Dircdors, to be firf fignificd to you for that purpofe.” 

- The paragraph containing thefe directions about the ftoppage of 
Pay was flrongly objedes] to by me, from the moment I received 
intimation of it, becaufe it feemed to be formed upon an un- 
ufuial and wnjuflifiable plan of feverity. The complaints I made on 
this fubjeél to the Chairman of the Eaft India Gompany at that time, 
received sfor anfwer, that this was a mere temporary inconvenience, 
that the circtmftances of the cafe required it; but that it would be 
remedied at a future period, and with a retrofpea. ? 

I fhould certainly have ohjedled to that meafure much more 
firongly, | fT had forefeen, what I confefs I did not “forefec, the addi- 
tional reafon or pretence, which it was likely to aflordto the Governor 
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and Council of Madras, for refufing to General Stuart the wifhed- 
for trial by a Court-Martial. 

I fhall now bring under your view, as concifely as poflible, what pafled 
at Madras in confequence of thefe renewed orders for the tial, accom- 
panied with the dircélions for the floppage of pay. 





General Stuart, as foon as he received notice of the arrival of 
thefe orders at Madras, prepared immediately for his defence, and 
ufed every effort to forward your intentions refpecting the trial you 
had ordered, and which he fo ardently withed for. : 

With a view of expediting the matter,“he figned and delivered to 
the Governor and Council, on the 13th of January 1780, a paper, 
containing a flate of fis admitted by him, im order that thcfe ad~ 
mitted fads might affift the Governor and Council in forming the 


Charges again him, and afford a ground for his being brought (o 


“a Court-Martial. 


During a confiderable time he flattered himfelf, that the Court~ 
Martial would be granted, and that nothing could poflibly } revent 
its taking place. But on the 8th of February 1780, he received a 
letter, figned by the Governor Sir Thomas Rumbold, the Gominander 
in Chief Sir Hedtor Munro, and by Mr. Whithill and Mr. Smith, 
Members of the Select Committec, acquainting him, “ That they 
“ had met feveral days on the fubje€& of the Company’s “orders 
“ of the 22d of December, 1778, relative to his trial bysa Courl- 
“ Martial, and had taken up the whole matter with the view of 
“ executing thefe orders to the utmofl of their abilities; but that 
“ they were forry to fay, that firch difficulties had occurred to them 
“ as appeared infuumountable,” 8c, 

They then proceed to ftate thefe difficulties.~In the fil place, 
they mention the imperfections, which, as they conceived, flill exifled 
in the Gompany’s general inflrudlions for a trial} and then they take 


. 
Wadia 
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notice more particularly of two additional difficulties, arifing from the 
predicament in which hz then ftood in confequence’ of the Company’s 
orders. Thefe were his /i/penfion from the fervicc, and the /foppaye 
of bis pay; wpon which fubjeQ there is the following paragraph in 
their Letter to General Stuart : 

“ Being under /i/penfion from the fervice by the exprefs authority 
“ of the Company, and your Pay and Allowances having been likewife 
“ flopped by the fame authority, we do not conceive you to be, in 
“ any refpeét, within the cognizance of martial law.” 

Upon. the gth of February, Gencral Stuart wrote a full anfwcr to 
the letter he had thus received the preceding evening, and in that 
anfwer expreffed his aftoniflzment and mortification on perceiving their 
intention of refufing the Court-Martial which he had fo long and 
fo carnefily folicited.~——He maintained, “ That .it was contrary 
* to military practice, and military juftice, and to the general principles 
& of equity, to delay, or in effe& to deny him, a fair hearing and 
* trial before a Court-Martial.” Tie then applied himfelf particularly 
to anfwer the difliculties that had been fuppofed to cxift from the cir~ 
cumftances of his /i/penfion, and of the floppage of his pay.—In fhort, 
after particularly combating every objedion, he concludes with thefe 
words : “ T defire and infifl on my trial taking place, as an a@ of 
*“ juflice, which the Cemt, of Dire@ors have exprefily ordered to 
“ take place. The materials for the charge are in your pofleflion, and 
“ on record; or they may be taken from the paper inclofed in my 
“ Letter, dated the 13th of January laf.” 

On the rith of February General Stuart received a fecond Letter 
from the Governdr and Council in thefe words : 





s 


4 
“ STR, : 
“ We have received your letter of the gth inflant, and have taken 
“ the fame into our ferious confideration.—-We ate of opinion, that 


bd i hd . . . 
“ the reafoning contained in that Lettcr has not removed the dif- 
“ ficulties 
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« ficulties we fated in ours of the 8th inflant; and as thefe and other 
“ embattaflments aiifing from the nature of the Company’s orders, and 
« from the opinions given by the Gounfel in England upon the queftions 
4 flated tothem, have abfclutely determined us to refer the matter back 
 apain to the Couit of DircGuors ;—we fhall write to them on the 
* fubjye& by the veflel now going to Suez, which will be difpatched 


“ to-moriow evening at farthefl,” &c. 

Upon the rath of February, he addrofled another Letter to the 
Governor and Council, wherem he complains feverely of “ the very 
“ great injury done him by their refufing to carry the orders of the 
“ Directors concerning his trial into immediate execution.” ° 

Upon the fame date, the Governor and-Council, at leafl that part 

af the Council which forms the Scleél Gommittec at Madras, wrote a 
very long Letter to the Court of Direlors, flating their reafons for the 
refufal of the Gourt-Martial, and juitifying their condudl in that 
refpea. 
« From that Letter, and from the whole of the procecdings, it appears, 
that their refufal, in the year 1780, of the Court-Martial, was founded 
on the fame reafons which had induced them to refufe it in the year 
1778; with this difference only, that they availed them{clves of an 
additional reafon or pretence, from the circumftance of the Dircdors 
of the Eaft India Company not having taken off Geneial Stuart’s 
fufpenfion before they required his trial, and from the futther cihcum= 
flance of their orders for his trial having been “accompanied whh an 
order for the foppage of bis Pay, 





T ‘have thus related, as briefly as pofible, my fouciations to the 
Eafl India Company, the orders which they fent to Madras, and the 
proceedings there in confequence of thofe orders; you will now, 
therefore, permit me, Gentlemen, to make a, few fhort refleQions 


ou 


: ee a 


on the means by which General Stuart has thus been brought into 
a very fingular and mortifying fituation. 

Having exerted every nerve to obtain a trial by a Court-Martul, 
and having fuftained much prejudice from the refafal of it; it muf 
be allowed that he has reafon to complain of one of thefe two things, 
either of the nature of the orders fent to India, or of the difobe- 
dience of thofe o1ders on the part of the Company’s Servants. 

If your orders refpecting his trial were either in themfelves imper- 
fea, as your Servants aflert, or were accompanied’ with fuch directions 
concerning lits /ypenfion, and the floppage of lis Pay, as juflified them 
in thinking that the trial by a Court-Martial was rendered imprac- 
ticable; in fuch a cafe, General Stuart has certainly the flrongeft 
reafon to complain, that, by the infufficiency of the orders, or by 
the addition of dive&tions which defeated the exprefled intenticns of 
thofe orders, he has been engaged in fruitlefs contefts, and fuflered fur~ 
ther delays, . 

If, on the other hand, there was not any thing either in the orders 
themfelves, or in the direlions which accompanied them, that ought 
to have prevented the Governor and Council at Madras from pro= 
moting the trial; in that cafe, General Stuart has the flrongeft ground 
of complaint againft thofe who have difobeyed your pofitive orders 
refpecting the trial by a Court-Martial, 

His fiends, therefore, apprehend, that the Eaft India Company 
are, in juflice, called upon to redrefs, in fuch manner as they are able, 
the injuries which they have been tho-occafion of, either immediately, 
and in the firft inflance, from the imperfe€tion of their orders; or 
remotely,” by, the” error and difobedience of tlicir Servants: for, in 
either cafe, it cannot be pretended, that a particle of blame can be 
imputed to General Stuarts and yet he is, in every refpedl, the real 
fufferer. : 

The conféquences of thefe errors, cither of the Diredlors of the Eaft 
India Company, or their’Servants, have been of eflential prejud ce to 

8 him,, 
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him, becanfe otherwife he muft, long before this time, have either ob- 
tained his aequstal, and all the benefits annexed to it; or mull have 


ie 


received fuch a determination upon his cafe, as would have enabled 
him to take a decided part as to his remaining in India, or returning 
to Great Britain; and whether it was cligible for him to continue any 
longer in the fervice of the Faft India Company. 

But while there was a difpofition on your part to give the 
orders for the trtal at Madras, and while there was a declaration 
alfo on the part of your Servants there, that they were willing 
to promote that trial, General Stuart could not abandon his ftation 
in India, without laying himfelf open to many fulpicions ; and par- 
ticularly to the difgraceful fufpicion of ‘meaning to evade the proper 
tual by a Court-Martial upon the fpot where the tranfadions had hap-~ 
pened. . 

Tn thefe fentiments he was the more confirmed, from the terms 

of your letter of the 14th of April 1779, to the Governor and 
Council of Madras; for, in that letter, you were pleafed to exprefs 
the mofl honourable approbation, of his condud& upon various important 
soccafions ; and upon the fuppofition of his being, tied and acquitted, 
ryou gave, for‘the firlt ime, apne orders that he fhould be Second 
in Command during the continuance uf General Mumo (who had 
given notice of his intentions of {peedily returning to England); and 
that upon his leaving the Settlement, General Stuart fhould bereflored 
to the Command in Chief of the army, in cafe he had before that 
time obtained his fenténce of acquittal from the Couit~Martial,, 

But your Letter went further ;—It clearly indicated a with, that 
he fhould remain in India in expelfation of thefe events. ‘This 
appears particularly from that part of it where you were pleafed (o 
exprefa yourfelves in the following termse * Confirmed, as we are, 
“ in our opinion of his (General Stuart's) great experience, and 
“ of bis ability to render the moft important fervices to the Gompany in 
the prefent conjuntture of public affairs, we think proper to acquaint 

7 . you,” 


a 


you,” &co——Iudependent of all other motives, this change of 
condu@ on your part, and thefe declarations fo flattering to General 
Stuart, were flrong ties upon any officer of jufl and honourable prin- 
ciples, not to leave India, while there was any profped of his ren~ 
dering to the Company thofe important fervices, which you Letter 
diflin@ly marked out, were, in the prefent conjun@ure of public 





affairs, expe@ed from him. 


Without pretending to unfold the motives, or to alcertain the caufes, 
swhich have produced the refufal of a tial, anda long ferics of mif- 
foitunes, to General Stuart, I mutt be allowed to obferve in general, 
that this method of proceeding, by keeping every thing iv /ipen/e, 
is the moft cruel, and, if it had been defigned, would be the moft 
ungencrous, and at the fume time the bell calculated to afperfe, and 
bring into difrepute, the chara@ers of men who are perfectly iuno- 
cent, or even highly meritorious. 

When imputations of any fort are brought to diftinG points, and 
reduced to a precife charge, the evidence and arguments offered in their 
fupport may, by flronger evidence and better arguments, be refuled, 
and the innocence of the party accufed be clearly vindicated wd 
eflablifhed. . 

But while no meafure is adopted, that, from the nature of it, muft 
be final; ewhile no trial 8 held, becaufe by that means there can be no 
acquittal, every thing is neceffarily left open to miflake and to mifrepre~ 
fentation; and permit mc, Gentlemen, to obferve, that the extraordinuy 
condud, and the very unufual proccedings, by which General Stuart 
has been made so falter the confequences of crimes without the puilt of 
them, and without the poflibility of proving his innocence, cannot 
but be felt both by himlelf, and by thof who intercft themfelves in’ 
his profpaity, as a very high aggravation of his misfortunes, as * 

: : G giving 
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giving a keener edge to every injury, and embittering it by a foverity 
which is fearce fupportable. 





Tt is not from a dilpofition to arraign the condud of individuals, or 
any defcription of men, that I have endeavoured to excite your atten- 
tion to the hardfhips fuftained by General Stuart, from the cruel and 
unexampled ftate of fufpence in which he has been held for many 
years—-Complaints of what is paft, and cannot be recalled, would be 
wlelefs and invidious, unlefs they had in view the regulation of fome 
future proceedings,—It is for that purpofe only, that I have folicited 
your attention to the confequences of your former orders; and 
my object in mentioning what he has already fuffered, is mete~ 
ly that you may be induced, upon juft grounds, to put a period 
to thofe fufferings, by taking upon yourfelves the examination of his 
cafe, and by granting fuch redrefs as fhall appear to you the moft 
fuitable for him, and at the fame time the beft calculated for the in~ 
terefts of the Eaft India Company. 

The objeéts of your deliberation arc reduced, at prefent, within 
much natrower limits than they were in December 1778 ; there is now 
no option left, and you muft wke upon yourlelves the decifion 
of this matter: for all hopes of a trial upon this cafe, by a Coust- 
Martial in India, ate now at an end. 4 : , 

The proofs which I fhall beg Jeave to fubmit to your confideration, 
n fupport of this affertion, take their rife partly from the nature of 
he objections which have been already made by your Servants in. 
ndia, and partly from fome additional and very ftrong -objeQions, 
which, if the matter was to be again fens to India, would infallibly be 
nade in bar of any military trial in this cafe, on account of the aif 
ance of time fince the date of the fuppofed offence. 

¢ 
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When your Servants al Madras refufed the Court of Inquiry, and 
the Court-Martial, in the year 1778, it was not a hafty decifion, which 
further refleQion might probably over-1ule, but the refult of fre~ 
quent iueetings, and of much deliberation on the fubjcét; and the 
principal reafons given by the Governor and Council, for that refu~ 
fal, were founded on « pofitive opinion, that General Stuart had not 
been guilty of any military offence, or of any tranferefion againf the 
Articles of War. 

In proof of this, you will permit me to appeal to the opinion 
given upon that occafion by the Commander in Chief, General Munro, 
who, on account of his knowledge i in military matters, had been re- 
quefted, by the Mcmbeis of | the Couucil, to take into his coufideration 
the Company’s orders refpe@ling General Stuart. In confequence of 
this requeft, he firfl delivered in to the Board his opinion in writing, 
‘in relation to the nature of Courts of Inquiry; and afierwards he gave 
in an additional paper, containing his anfwers to the qucflions which 
had been put to him by the Prefident, Mr. Rumbold. 

Thefe queftions and anfwers were as follows:, 

Query vt. “ Whether or no fuch an Jnguiry, as direted by 
“ the Company, caa, from the nature and tendency of 
“a Court of Inquiey, be ordered upon Brigadier General 
“ Stuart ?” . 

Anfwer, “ Tt is*my opinion, that xo fuch Inquiry, as directed 
« by the Company, can be ordered upon Brigadier General 
* Stuart, as will more fully’ appear from the opinion I have 
already given relative to the intention of ordering Cowrts 
of Inquiry.” 

adly. % Whether of no a charge againfl a militwy ,cflicer 
“ mut not be grounded on the infringement of military 
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Anfwer. “Tt is my opinion, that any charge againtl a military 
“ officer, muft be grounded upon the infringement, or fup- 
“ pofed infringement, of fome article of war, if to be tried 
: “ by military law.’ 

gly. +“ Whether or no Brigadier General Stuart, arrefling the 
“ perfon of George Lord Pigot, then Prefident and Go- 
“ vernor of Fort St. George, by a fpectal licence from 
“ George Stratton, Efg, Sir Robert Fletcher, Lenry Broke, 
“ Charles Floyer, Archdal: Palmer, Francis Yourdain, and 
* George Mackie, Efgrs; then part of the Council of Tort 
“ St. George, is an offence that comes under any one of tke 
“ articles in the Atticles of War, ttitled, “ Rulcs aud Articles 
“ for the bette. Govuument of the Officers and Soldicis in 
“ the Service of the United Company of Merchants of 

‘ *« England trading to the Eaft Indies ?” 

Anfer. “ Ttis my opinion, that Brigadier General Stuart having 

Z * arrefted the perfon of George Lord Pigot, out of the gar~ 
“ yifon of Fort St. George, is not an offence that comes nudr 
“ any one ‘article in the Articles of War, intitled, “ Rules 
* and Articles for the better Government,” &c. as above. 
(Signed) Hzcror Munro. 
‘ 

In this opinion delivered by General Munro all the Members of the 
Board concurred, and the matter was referred back to the Court of 
Directors in March 1778. ; 

When the renewed orders, for the trial, were under confideration i 
Madras in the year 1780, General Munro and the other “Members of 
the Council continued in the fentiments they had formerly declared; 
and they were furnithed with An additional reafon for not promoting 
the tal, from the circumflance of General Stuart's /ifpenfion being 


continned, and of his pay being flopt, . . 
: If 
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If the matter were to be fent back to Madras a third time, what poflible , 
reafon can there be to expc& a change of fentiments amongh your 
Servants there? and particularly, what reafon can there be to fuppofe 
that General Munro, who is a Member of the Council, would not 
continue of the fame orinion with that which he had formeily declared ? 
for I have no doubt that it was his real opinion; neither have I any 
occafion, in order to maintain what I contend for, to contravert the 
fats or the principles on which that opinion was founded. 
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~ T muft now beg leave to dire your attention to an additional obje‘ton, 
to which I have already alluded, and which, if the cafe were to be fent 
again to India for trial, would infallibly occur to your fervants there as 
a bar to any military trial; and the objection is this:—-That the period 
within which military men are liable to be tried by military law, 
is adlually expired, 

In the Mutiny dé pafled annually in England for regulatiny the 
army, and which is declared to extend to all officers and foldiers in his 
Majefty’s fervice, within Great Britain, or ta any of his Majefty's dominions 
beyond the fear, the limitation of the time for trying military offences is 
exprefled in the 76th claufe insthefe words : 
 Pxovided always, That ‘no petfon fhall be liable to be tried and 
punithed for any offente againft any of the faid Aéts, which thal] 
appear to have been committed more than ¢bree years before the 
iffsing the commifion cr warrant for fuch trial, except only for the 
offence of defertion.” 

From the above claufe it is perfectly clear, that no officer in bis Ma- 
jefy’s fervice, either in Great Britain, 72 Zrdia, or in the mof. diftant, parts 
of his Majefty’s dominions, can be tried"by a Court-Martial for any of- 


fence committed three years before the date of the warrant for fuch trial. 
Tn. 


a 
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. Inthe year 1754, an A& pafled in the Britith Parliament, for the 
punifhing mutiny ahd defertion iz the frvice of ibe Eaft India Company— 
The claufes of that Mutiny A@ are in gencral formed precifely upon 
the plan of the claufes in the Briuth Mutiny Law; but the Britifh Mu- 
tiny Ad, which confifts of cighty-three different claufes, fpccifice a 
much greater variety of cafes than the Mutiny Law refpedting the Eat 
India Company’s forces, which confifls only of thirteen clauses. 

When, therefore, any mililary offences are committed in India, which 
have not been particularly fpecified and provided for by their military 
law, but which are fpecified and provided for in the Britith Mutiny 
Law; in fuch cafes, Courts- Martial in India have thought themfelves 
bound by, and have adopted the direCtiong and provifoes of the Dritith 
Mutiny Law, fo as to make the condition of an officer and a foldier in 
India as fimilar as poffible to the condition of, officers and foldicrs in 
Great Britain, or in other parts of the Britifh dominions. 

The Members upon a Court-Martial in India, hold themfelves the 
‘more bound to obferve this rule, on account of the terms of the oath 
taken by them upon the trial; in which oath, after mentioning the Arti- 
cles of War and the Mutiny Law, relating to the troops of the Val India 
Company, there is this clanfe: “ And if any doubt fhall arile 
“¢ which is not explained by the faid Articles, or AG: of Parlia~ 
ment [I will duly adminifter juftice] according to my conftience, tLe 
 bofk of my underflanding, and the cnflom'of war in the Lhe cafem? 

One of the articles, not fpecially provided ‘for in the fhort Mu- 
tiny Law for the Haft India Company’s troops, is that which relates 
to the Umitation of time, after which officers and foldiers are not 
liable to be tried for military offeaces; but according, to the helt infor~ 
mation that I have been able to collect on this fubje@ it has been 
underftood in India, that in a cafe of thie nature, it was the 
duty of the Members of.a Court-Martial to obferve the fame 
rule that is laid down by the 6th claufe above recited: of the 

* Britith 


[i934 


Brith Mutiny Ad, which declared that no officer or foldier is hable 
to be tried and punifhed for offences committed more than three years: 
before the iffuing the commiffion or warrant for fach trial, except only 
for the offence of defertion. 

The application of this to General Stuart’s cafe is obvious--—There 
has never to this moment been any commiffion or warrant ifiued for 
his trial by a Court-Martial ; for the Governor and Council at Madras, 
who in the year 1778 had the power of iffting that warrant, refuled 
it; and, in the year 1780, they refufed to make the requifition to the 
officer who at that time had the power of granting the warrant for 
the Court-Martial. —More than four years are already clapfed fince the 
‘date of the offence imputed Merenezal Stuart ; confequently, ifany appli- 
cation were now to be made in India for a Court-Martial on his cafe, 
this circumflance of the diflance of time, fince the date of the {uppoled 
offence, would of itfelf prevent the trial. 

Even if there were doubts both as to the point of law, and as to 
the practice in India in fuch cafes, there can be no doubt, after what 
has happened, that this obvious obje@ion to granting a tial would 
be laid hold of in India; and it would be founded on much better 
grounds than moft of the reafons which have hitherto been given for 
that refufal, 

, Tt is « difficuly which would moft probably obftiuct this bufinefs 

in all the various ftages of it, even fuppofing that your orders for 
holding a Court-Mastial were renewed (though I may be permitted to 
doubt, whether you yourfelves, Gentlemen, would think it advifeable 
to renew fuch orders, under the weight of this objeQion); for, in the 
firtt place, it is moft probable that the Sele Committee of the Council 
at Madrag would again refufe to make the reguifition 10 the Com~ 
mander of the King’s trdops for iPuing the warrant. 

adly, Suppofing them to make that requifition, it is moft probable 


that the Commander of the king’s troops would xefule fuch warrant, 
becaule 
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peeaufe he would at firl fight perceive that the offence’ imputed to 
General Stuart had -happened more than three years before the date of 
the warrant; in the prefent cafe, five years at leaft would be clapfed 
before the date of any warrant that could now be iflued for affem pling 
a Cowt-Maatial. 

And lafly, Suppofing the requifition made, and complied with, there 
is the greateft reafon to be perfuaded that the whole, or the major part, 
of the Members on that Court-Martial would refule to try the calc, 
becanfe, from the exprefs terms of the Britifh Mutiny Law, and from 
the pralice in India, the time hmited for the trial of miltary offinces 
had expired. ae 

In every military {ervice fome period ought, to be limited, after which 
an officer thall be no longer fubje@ to a trial by any other lawe, than the 
general laws of his country, Yt may be neceflary for the fake of dif- 
cipline, that cvery officer and foldier thould {acrifice for a time, and 
in fome refpetts, his rights as a Citizen, and fubjc@ himielf to Military 
Law. But it is not neceffary that this time fhould he of long 
duration. On the contrary, the public interefl feoms Arongly to require 
that it fhould be ay thoyt as pofftble ; that the officer or foldier may he 
{peedily punifhed, if he merits punifhment, or the Public reccive the 
benefit of his fervices, if he deferves to be employed, 

Upon that principle, the Legiflature in, this country has limited to 
three years, the period within which an officer or a foldicr may be fried 
for the offences created, and according to the modes preferibedy by 
military law. 

The practice of obferving in India the fame rule which is obferved 
in Great Britam, without any pofitive clanfe in the Lat Tndia Mutiny 
Law for that purpofe, has, undoubtedly, been founded upon she reafon, 
of the thing, upon principles of juftice, and a’convidtion of ils utility, 
If the limitation, of the Britith Mutiny A& was not obferved in India, 
the confequences muft be, that"there would be no limitation at all; 

and 
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and an officer liable to be tried by military law afler 3 years, would be 
equally expofed to that trial after 20, or after 40 -ycars;—the inju~ 
ftice and abfurdity of which, are too evident to require the aid of 
furthor argument on this point. 

‘Lhe refult of all that has been faid on this fubjeét of the Amitatrow of 
time (an objection perfedtly new, which has never been touched upon in 
either of my former letters, and the importance of which has led me into 
more detail than I could have withed), is, that when this objeCtion is added 
to all the other objections, which feem to have been ftudioufly laid hold of 
by your Scrvants in India, for the purpofe of refufing a Court-Martial, 
there cannot poffibly remain a doubt in any man’s mind, that there is 
not fo much as a chance of General Stuart's hereafier obtaining a trial 
by a Coure-Marual, or by a Gout of Enquiry in India;—unlefs it can be 
fuppofed, that the objefions of your Servants will diminith, as the 
reafon for them increafes ; and that they will grant, under more and 
greater difficulties, the very thing they have repeatedly refufed, under 
fewer and lefs. 

I cannot therefore allow mylelf{to fuppofe, that, when thefe things are 
duly weighed, itis poffible that the moft diftant idea of fending this matter 
a third time back to India, thould be ferioufly entertained in any quarter ; 
efpecially when it is remembered, that in confequence of the two former 
references to that diftant part of the world, about four yeats of General 
Stuart’s*tife have been already confumed, The life of any man (and 
more particularly the moft valuable period of the life of a military man) 
is much too fhort for the repetition of fuch cruel experiments, 





s a 
In the preceding part of this letter, and flill more particularly in the 
Jetter which I had the honour lately to addrefs ta Lord Amherfl, it has 
been fhewn, that your Servants in India. have, from the beginning, 
been of opinion, that General Stuart had not been guilty of any 


offence that fibjedted him to be tried by martial law; and I have 
D . now 
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now fhewn, that even if he had been guilty of any military offence,. 
the time within which a Court-Martial could with juftice, or would in 
fa&t, take cognizance of that offence, has been long clapfed. 

If you are fatisfied, that ether of thefe propolitions is well-founded, 
T mufl prefume, that you will proceed immediately to the cxamina~ 
tion of General Stuart’s cafe. 

Upon this fuppofition, you will be pleafed to permit me to make a 
few thort ‘obfervations refpeCing the very peculiar fituation in which 
he now applies to you for redrefs. 

When rumours have been circulated, or fufpicions entertained, to 
the prejudice of an officer, on account of fome part of his conduct: 
which fubje@s him to be tried by military law; and when that trial 
has either been refufed, or the time within which it ought to be granted, 
has, without any fault on his part, elag/ed; the neceflary and legal con~ 
fequence is, that the officer fo fitutated, muft be confidered, as if he had 
never been accufed of any military offence ;. or ag if he had been tried, 
and legally acquitted. 

The juflice on which this is founded, and the praQice which is con~ 
formable to it, are fo obvious, that they require no illuftration ;—if iv 
were otherwife, what muft be the condition of an officer —~It would 
be in the power of any man, by exciting rumours and fufpiciors to his. 
prejudice, to blaft his reputation, flop his preferment, and deftroy hia 
future profpects in his profeflion. While under all thefe appreffive’ 
circumftances, he would neither be able to prevent, nor remedy, the 
injuries he fuffered. 

This may be the cafe of every officer in your Service; urlefs the 
provifion of the Englith Mutiny Bill, refpectlug the limitation of time, 
with the confequences attending it, is carricd into pradlise in India, 

If General Stuart had, in the King’s Service, committed all, and 
much preater offences than have ‘been imputed to him; and if he had 
taken no one ftep to ‘promote, nor even fhewn any difpotiton to ob 
tain a military trial, the mere circumflance, of xo wafrant for a 
Court-Martial having been iffued within ‘the {pace off tbree pears, 
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_ att of itfelf be decifive. Le would be confidered as if he had never 
been accufed ; or as if he had been tried, and legally acquitted ; and an 
end would of courfe be put to his /u/penfion, and to every other tem- 
porary hardfhip that had been infli&ted upon him. 

What hefitation therefore can be madc, and upen what reafon can 
fuch hefitation be founded, to prevent the fame rule, under circum- 
ftauces precifely fimilar, from taking place, with regard to General 
Stuart in your Service ? 

If then you are fatisfied, in your own minds, of the impradticability 
“of now obtaining, or even of the ftrong impropriety of again attempt 
ing any Military Trial in India, it ncecflarily follows, that General 
Stuart fhould no longer beskept in fufpence; efpecially when theie 
are fuch clear and unequivocal proofs (a circumftance on which 
T think myfelf well intitled to lay great flrefs), that he has uniformly 
made every poflible effort to obtain a regular trial by a Court-Martial, 
Which has been as conftantly withheld from him. 

But there is lkewife an additional, and a very weighty reafon, why 
no further delay can be neceflary before you decide on General Stuart’s 
cale, which is this, That a court of very high authority in this country 
has lately decided upon, and made known, ‘the nature, magnitude, and 
confequences of the oflence which has been imputed to him, 

-In a profecution carried on by his Majefly’s Attorney General, 
” by the otders of the Houle of Commans, againft Mr, Siratton and others, 
the whole of the tranfachons at Madras in the year 1776, and efpecially 
what related to the feizure and confinement of Lord Pigot, underwent 
a ftridt and folemn ferutiny. : 

I fhall, avoid entering into the particulars, either of the (rial or 
the judgment} any further, than may be neceffary to explain how 
ftrongly both the one and the other apply to the cafe of General 
Stuart, and fhew the reafonablenefs of what I now folicit. 


In that Brofecution, the charge brought againft the defendants confifled 
ofthe following particulars, and is in thefe words: “ That unlawfully, 
“Da * and 
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* and feditionfly, they formed themfelves into a Council, and did confer 
* the command of the army upon Yames Stuart; and did order him to 
put the fort and garrifon under the command of them the defendants: 
and if any refiltance fhould be made to their orders, to fecure the 
 perfon of Lord Pigot; and that they afterwards dud aftually arreft and 
“ imprifon Lord Pigot, and with a military force continued him Jo impri- 
“ foned for the fpace of nine months;—and during that time, unlawfully 
“ affamed to themfelves the government of the army, and fort and 
“ garrifon of Fort St. George, with its dependencies.” 


The perfons accufed acknowledged the affiumption of the govern 
ment, and the iffuing the orders in confequence of which Lord Pigot 
was feized and confined ; but maintained that they had a¢led upon the 
neceflity of the cafe, and upon motives of public utility; and in proof 
of that they afferted, that in fact, the peace and fafety of the fettlement 
had been preferved by what they had done. 

The Judges of the King’s Bench, after weighing the whole of the 
evidence for and againft the perfons accufed, pronounced an unanimous 
judgment, by which the total extent of the punifhment inflicted, was a 
fine of one thonfand pounds, to be paid by cach of the defendants ; and 
the reafons on which that judgment was founded, were precifely fpeci~ 
fied in the opinion delivered by the cout. 

From. that opinion, and fiom the fmallnefs of the fine, when compared 
either with the magnitude of the offences ‘charged, or with the &tuation 
and circumftances of the perfons accufed, it is perfely cvident, 
that the Judges were fatisfied the defendants had not a@ed from 
criminal motives or intentions} it appeared ta the conrt, that the 
meafures taken hy the defendants had been firft produced by 
feveral arbitrary and illegal a&s on the part of Lord ePigot, which 
were confidered as a fubverting of the conftitution. ‘Thef, and 
various other cixcuftances in mitigation of the offences charged, 
reduced the total extent of the punifhment toa fmall fine. "The fon~ 
tence of the court may therefore be confidered as fomething between. 
a condemnation and an acquittal ; 4 a..condemnation fo far as it tended 
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to thew that the acts of the Majority of Council were not war ranta tle 
by law, but it was an arguittal of every criminal motive or intention; to 
which however, the court, by the fine impofed, thought it proper to affix 


fuch a mark as might denote that their conduct had not been fr a7/y “egal. 
The total extent of the offence imputed to General Stuart 18, that he 


obeyed the orders which the Majority of the Council had iffued to him, for 
putting the fort and garrifon of Fort St. George under their command, and 
for fecuring the perfon of Lord Pigot. 'This obedience to their orders is the 
very eftence of General Stuait’s crime, and the fource of his misfortunes. 

But thefe ads of arrefing and imprifoning Lord Pigot, and the taking 
poffefion of the fort and garrifon, were, in the late profecution, ex- 
prefaly charged upon the Members of the Majority of Council, as acts 
done by them. The very objeé of theis trial was to afcertain the pu-_ 
nifhment due to thefe offences, and likewife to the further offence of 
having unlawfully afumed the government——Thus not only the identical 

- offence imputed to General Stuart, but more than that offence, has 
already been. the /udjecf of a regular trial, has been judged of and 
decided upon; and it is upon thofe offences, with all the circumflances 
of aggravation ox alleviation attending them, that the judgmen., which 
ascertains the extent of the fine or punifhment, has been already 
pronounced, 

But if General Stuart had been a defendant in that profecution (which 

“he might have been, as the charge againfl him wae of a cfu: rather than 
a military nature), there could not have been the fmalleft hefitation in 
deciding, that his offence was very inferior, in point of magnitude, 
to that of the Members of the Majority of Council, who had ifved 
thofe orders, and at the fame time had affumed the government. 

In another refpec, his fituation was very different from theirs, for 
his Superior Officer, the Canmander in Chief, waa one of the Members 
of the Majority, whe figned and iffued the orders to him, the fecond in 
command, requiring his obedience, ner 

Befides thefo particulars, which materially difcriminated General 
Stnart’s cafe, I mufl beg leave to requefl your attention to fome further . 


effential, circumftances, 
When - 
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From confiderations of this nature, it would have been’ the duty of 
General Stuart, of at leafl it would have been meritorious in him, to 
have rejedled the cautious plan of inaétivity, even if he had forefven, at 
that time, the decifion of the King’s Bench refpedling the /agal go- 
vernment of Madras. 

There are occafions, when it becomes the duty of a good citizen, ta 
run the rifk of future abjections to the ality of his condua, for the 
fake of averting fome imminent hazard to the community; and the 
moft unfaithful fervants to the Public, are thofe who, upon hazardous 
and critical emergencies, regulate their actions mercly by the confider- 
ation of what is fafeft and befl for themfelves. 

It js impoflible for any man to affert, with any degree of probability, 
that the peace of the fettlement could have been equally prederved 
without General Stuart’s interfering in the manne: he did: but it is 
beyond the reach of difpute, or of cavil, that xo greater or more complete 
degree of pease and fecurity could have been obtained, than that which, 
attended the part taken by him at that difficult crifis; when a difa- 
lution of legal government, and a commencement of anarchy, had already 
taken place. ; 

Thefe things were accomplifhed by one to whom no option was left, 
but a choice of difiulties ; and whatever doubis may be entertained as 
to his having judged well for his own intcrefis, it feems to admit of 
little doubt, that he judged and atled well for the intcreft of the Eafl 


e 


India Company. ; 

The plain and obvious inference, therefore, which I draw from the 
cireumftances in which he was placed, from his conduét in that fituation, 
and from the confequences of it, is this : 

That if General Stuart had been profecuted in the Court of King's Bench 
(which T now moft fincerely lament he was not), as his offence, if he 
was guilty of ahy, was lefg than that of the Majority of the Council, 
‘his punifhment nipf haye been lefs likewife, even though the Court 
had not taken into confideration the many circumflances of jufification, 

ox 
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or al Jeafl of alleviation, which are peculiar to his cafe, and which 
undoubtedly would have had the greatefl weight. 
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Thiving now Taid hefare you all that General Stuart could pofibly 
have fuffered if he had been tricd, Ict me requefl you would com- 
pare the utmoft extent of that punifhment with what he has actually 
fuffered fiom not having been included in the czvil trial, and from 
having been repeatedly, and for years, denied the military on. 

Review, Gentlemen, the fituation in which the confequences 
of, your orders have fo long placed him; confider his fafpen= 
fion, the Noppage of his pay,.his fiperfeffion, and by a younger officer, 
and all the mortifying circumftances which have unavoidably followed 
that fuperfeffion. a 

A complete reparation for all he has fuffered, muft, I fear, be lait 
afide as impraticable; permit me, however, to fuggeft fuch me- 
thod of redrefs as the circumflances of his cafe feem to admit and 
require 3 and which, I flatter myfelf, you will think it both reafonable 
for him to expect, and, in the prefent fituation of your affairs in India, 
for the real interefl of the Company to grant. 

The meafure which I beg lcave to propofe, is this,—That General 
Stuart's fafpention fhould be taken off, and that, on avacancy in the Com= 
mand in, Chief, he foould be reftored to it, in the fame manner, and 
untler woe fame cirenmpancer, that it was formerly held by him, or that it* 
has been fiuce held by Siv Heitor Munro. 

As General Stuart entered into your fervice upon an exprefs 
agrcemeut, thathe fhould fuccced to the command on the death, refig- 
nation, or removal of Sir Robert Fletcher ; and as he had aQually fuc- 
ceeded to that command, firic&t juflice might pollibly require, that when 
you are fatisfied ag to his innoceace, or-convinced that he has fuilered 
beyond the magnitude of his fuppofed offence, he fhould be diredily 
reflored $o the fituation from which he had been difplaced, « . 
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But as I am thoroughly fatiefied that fuch a meafure, though jul, 
with regaid to my Brother, would be highly injurious to Gercial 


‘ 


Munro, I have not the fnallefl hefitation to declare, That while General 
Munro, with your approbation, choofes to retain the fituxtion of 
Commander in Chief, there fhall never be any requell or applicition 
from me, that has even a tendency to interfere with his withcs in that’ 
xefped, 

My requeft is merely, that your orders for Gencral Stuart’s reftora~ 
tion fhould take place on Sir He€tor Munro’s leaving the fetulenent ; 
and that the {ufpenfion, which was originally inflided for the fpace 
of fix months only (though, by the effect of accidents rather than 
from any dire& intention on your parts it has had a much longer 
duration), thould be immediately removed. 

By this arrangement, attention will be paid Both to the interefls of 
General Munro and of Gcneral Stuart; and, { believe f may be permitted 
to add, to thofe likewife of the Eaft India Company. For by thefe 
means they may be aflured of the fervices of two officers, both of whom 
are qualified, by their rank and experience, for rendering eflential fervices. 
to the Company in the higher fituations of command. And it is well 
known to you, Gentlemen, that it has long been the opinion of 
thofe beft acquainted with your affairs; and particularly, that it 
was the opinion of Lord Clive, one of the greateft authorities ori 
a fubje& of this nature, that in that part of the world, wifere the 
continuance of life and of health is much more precarious than in 
European climates, you ought never to be unprovided with a fucceffion. 
of officers in the higher ranks of the military profeflion ; who, by adding 
focal knowledge to other abilities, might be qualified for command 
on great emergencies; without which, all your other’ efforts muft, 
probably; be jneffeCtual. 


, 
o 





Upon due sonfidevation of the yvequefi now made,,I flatter 
myfelf you will find that it aims at nothing cither immoderate or 
unreafonable, Sn 
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If any folid objeQion had occurred to me, I should have 
thought it my duty to avoid troubling you upon any propofition not 
qualified to ftand the tefl of your moft mature deliberations. 


But unable to difcover any that are juft and well-founded, I have 
next endeavomed to find out, whether fone objeQions, caying with 
them at leafl a plaufible appearance, might not be ftarted againi 
what I have propofed. 

Under this defcription, fomething like the following only have oc- 
curred. 

That after all the clamour raifed about the difturbances at Madras, and 
about the part taken in them by General Stuart, the replacing him in his 

former fituation until he had obtained a fentence of acquittal from a 
Court-Martial, or fome other regular te ibunal, would, aa offett, be abe 
folving bim without any punifhment, or chance of punilbment. 

The beft anfwer on the part of General Stuart, to this objection, is 
in the recital of his fufferings, and in the review of his condu. "The firkt 
fhews that he has, in fa, been pawifhed ; and the fecond, that he has 
folicited repeatedly for a trial, and by that means repeatedly called 
aloud for punifhment, if he deferved it. . 

Tt has been his peculiar misfortune, that his hardthips have pre- 
ceded his trial, or any legal proof being eflablithed ayaiull him. Buc 
i would be a flill greater misfortune, if, becawfe he has conftantly been, 

” yefuled a legal trial, he fhould be charged with not having been 
legally’ acquttted. But this reafoning, abfurd as it may fecem, 
has given occafion to people to fay, that General Stuart has no 
right to complain, becaufe his condu& has undergone no legal 
cenfure, and that, he has himfelf undergone no pynifbment. He has 
‘not been puhifbed, it is faid—he has only been fu/pended.——It is 
not denied, however, that this /u/penfion has alfeQed, firfl, his fituas 
tion in the Eafl India Company's Service; and next, his rank in the 
King’s Service 5 and that both thofe fufpenfions might be fixed upon 
Ha him 
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“him and perpetuated, a third fufpenfion has taken places-—Lbe /u/pens 
fon of bis trial. 

Is it poflible, Gentlemen, for any man to believe that thofe hard- 
Ships which, if infli@ed upon General Stuart under the word punifo~ 
ment, would have been intolerable, impofed under the word /i/pevfion, 
aic in the flighteft degree mitigated, or lefs grievous 3 and that a change 
of the expreflion can in any manner alter the nature of the ‘thing? 

By affigning his not having been /ricd, as a reafon for his not being 
redrefed ; the denial of juftice, and the refufal to hear, are circumflances 
not only in themfelves injurious, but are made ufe of likewife as the 
foundation and the defence of further injuftice; and the refulal to 
replace him, becaufe he has not obtained.a fewtence of acquittal, mull 
lead to the perpetuating his misfortunes; for it has been aheady 
fhewn that, from the lag/e of time, as well, as from other con 
fiderations, it ig now become impoflible for him ever to expect a 
Court-Martial. 

But although all hopes of obtaining that particular fpecies of trial 
are at an end, he flill is liable to be tried, and is ready, at any time, 
to anfwer to the laws of his country in the ordinary courfe of juflice, 
for any offence that can be alleged againfl him. And indeed the 
opinion and judgment of a court of high authority in this country 
has, in offeét, and by neceflary inference in the manner already 
explained, been obtained upon the natufe, extent, and confequences 
of any offence that could be imputed to General Stuart for his-obedi« 
ence to the Orders of the Majority of Council, 

Thefe confiderations are, I apprehend, of themfelves fuflicient to 
afford a complete and fitisfaGlory anfwer to the fappoled objections 
above mentioned, in cafe fuch objeGions fhould, in any quarter, hap~ 
pen to be made, and be thought deferving of attention, 
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T cannot, howéver, help being apprehenfive that I have been led, 
7 o ‘ c 
from anxiety for a Brother, to” give you fom¢ unueceflary trouble 
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in flating and refuting objeGtions which are merely poflible; 
for, upoa icfleQion, it feems to me, that no one well informed on 
the fubjeét, can entertain a ferious wifh to oppofe a meafure which. 
comes fo flrongly recommended by confiderations of propriety, juflice, 
and even of humanity. 


Gencral Stuart bad attained a very high fituation,—Ele was Com= 
mander in Chief of a great army belonging to the Eaft India Company 
in the Cainatic.—Ilow highly he had improved the difcipline, and in- 
ereafed the flrength of that army, has been univerfally acknowledged. 
Lis efforts contributed greatly to make that army equal to the ac- 
complifhment of the mofl important enterprifes :—But, unfortunately, 
almoft at the very moment of their exccution, the orders from the 
India~houfe firft fufpended him from the fervice; and afterwards 1¢- 
moved him from the command. 

Inthe courfe of a few months the hollilitics with France commencedi 

‘'The moment he heard of thofe hoftilities, forgetting, or adting as if he 
had forgot, the indiguitics under which he was fuflering, he made an 
offer of his fervices ;—and though, but a few months before, he had 
been at the head of that army, he waved every pretenfion.to rank, 
and defired to be placed. in any fituation where there might be any 
profpect of his being ufeful. But even this zealous and humble offer 
was rejected ; his fufpenfion being thought a bar to the acceptance of 
his feryiccs. ‘3 

Thus, your ordets for his /iper/effon deprived him of the highef 
military fitvation ; and the order for his /ipenfion prevented his being 
wleful in the very loweft. 

Reduced from being Commander in Chief to a mere private indivi- 
dual, he has xemaincd for years in this ufelefs degraded fituation ; urging 
inceflantly, by his friends ‘at home, and perfonally himfelf in India, re~ 
quefting and demanding a trial; not-with the ufual apprehenfions of 
a perfon to be tried, but with all the zeal and eagsrnefs of a vindidive 
profecutor, 
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The being removed from the command of a great atmy, at any 
period, you mull be fenfible, is a lofs, very affeCling to a military 
man; but when, in addition to the lofs itfelf, the particular time of 
that removal is confidered, no one, I am perfuaded, can be fo com~ 
pletcly indifferent to the misfortunes of others, a5 to imagine, that 
the redrefs propofed, exceeds, or is in any deprec cqual to, the 
extent of General Stuart’s fufferings, lofics, and dilappointments, when 
the nature of them is fully confidered. 

He was obliged to furrender the command of the army into other 
hands, at a time when that furrender was immediately followed by all 
the honours, diftin@tions, and rewards, which fo propeily attended 
the fuccefsful event of the fiege of Pondicherry——-Chat they were 
merited by the officer, who, aéting in General Stuart’s place, has en- 
joyed them, is not by me, or in any quarter difpuied ; but it cannot be 
deemed, nor, I believe, would General Munro hitmfelf confider it, as 
any detraGion from his merit, to fuppofe, that the fame enterprife, witl- 
the fame army, would equally have fuccecded under the command of 
General Stuart, who has had the advantage of much experience, and 
whofe military meritsshave keon pndifputed, even by his cnemics. 

The hardthips of an officer are not to be meafured merely by 
the length of time he. has been fulpended from the fervice (though 
even in that view, General Stuart's fufferings have been very con~, 
fiderable), but by circumflances which are“far more affecting,—w«by the 
gncans of fignalizing himfelf, which have been lofl, by the openings 
for activity, and diftinguifhed opportunities of fervice, which feldom 
offer, and fcarce ever return, 

‘When the whole of this matter is thoroughly kpown, apd cons 
fidered, will it ‘be seriou/ly pretended by any one, that General 
Stuart ‘has undergone no feverities, and fuffered no punifoment Goon 
Or can it be fuppofed, by thofe who confider what conflitutes the 
pride and happinef$ of an officer, that the immaterial fine impofed by 
Court of Law upon the perfons évied and principally accufed, bears 
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any fort of proportion to what General Stuart, satried, has been 
obliged to fuffer for his ivférior fuppofed offence? 





In addition to the title which he has to redrefs on account of his 
fufferings, he flatters himfelf that he has a flill further claim, Gen~ 
tlemen, to your favour and protection, as guardians of the interefts 
of your conftituents, on the grounds of his acknowledged merits. 

That attention fhould be paid, and ample juftice done, to officers 
who have diftinguifhed themfelvcs by beneficial exertions in your fer~ 
vice, “will be at all times effential to the honour and intereft of the India 
Company.—But it is particnlarly fo at this time, when the increafing 
number of our en@nies will call for every exertion in India, where 
both local and military knowledge are abfolutely neceflary, and where 
thofe who ftand diftinguifhed by a union of thefe qualities will prin« 
uipally be looked up to, asthe moft capable of performing any future 
Services. 

To the credit of the Taft India Company, inftances never have 
been wanting in which they have acted towards meritorious officers 
upon thefe wife and honourable principles; and it has been re~ 
marked, with pleafure, that, upon thefe principles, your conduct has, 
in a confpicuous manner, beef regulated in the recent inftance of the. 
favour #iewn to that deferving officer Major Horne. 

The fame unfortunate diffentions at Madras, which had occafioned 
your difpleafute to General Stuart, had alfo fubjected to the fame mif- 
fortune Major Horne, Captain Edington, and Captain Lyfanght. Your 
orders diicled that thofe three officers, as well as General Stuart, 
fhould be ted by a Court-Martial, on account of the fhare they 
fevorally, had in the feizure or confinement of Lord Pigot, 

No Court-Martial was held on thofg Gentlemen, in confequetice 
either of your firft orders in 1777, or of your renewéd orddre int 1778, 
The difichities which had. occurred to the Governoy and- Council againft 
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granting a Cotnt-Martial on General Stuart, prevented alfo the trial 
of thofe other officers, In this fituation, they futained feveral tem- 
potary hardfhips, accompanied with evidedt iaike of your dif 
pleafure. 

When the news reached Madras in Summer 1778, of the commetice~ 

ment of hoftilities with France, and the flege of Pondicherry was re~ 
folved upon, Major Lorne made an offer of his fervices, and that offer 
was accepled, Fle commanded the attillery; and from his experience, 
zeal, and abilities,’ contributed greatly to the luccefs of that enterprife. 
Particular commendations of his fervices were fent home; and the im- 
mediate confequence was, that, in 1779, you fent out inflrn@ions to 
Madras, that Major Horue thould be teftored to the command of Tan~ 
jore, which command he had attained fubfequent to the difturbances at 
Madras, but from which he had been difplaced in confequence of your 
orders for his trial, The inflrulions fent out in 1779, for his refto~ 
sation to that command, were, however, qualified with this condition, 
“ in cafe he had been tried and acquitted by a Court-Martial.” 
“As Major IZorne could obtain no trial, and of courfe no acquittal, 
that condition which made a trial neceflary, would of iuUlf have been 
fufficient to defeat all your favourable intentions, had he remained in Tn+ 
dia; but he had failed for England befove your orders reached Madtas. 

Tlis cafe came under the confideration of the Court of Qircors 
awithin thefe few months, and at that time it was known that there had 
been a fecond refufal at Madras of the military trial to General Stuart. 
The Gourt, therefore, judged it proper, on every account, to take 
upon themfelves the decifion of Majo. Horne’s cafe. Upon the 
examination of it, they have not only abflained from any cenfiure 

upon bis conduét in the Madras difturbarices, but they woe fo fully 
fatisfied of his military merits, and of material fervices he had ren« 
dered, and might probably hereafter render, to the Company, that 
on the 2d of January Iaft, they exprefsly refeindeg their forfacr orders 

for 


ard 
for Major Horne’s trial by @ Court-Martial; and on the 4d of January 
it was further refolved by the Court of Diredtois, that Major Lorne 
fhould return to Madras with the rank of Colonel of Infaniry, next above 
Colonel Lang, which gives him an advance of four fleps, and has the 
efle@ of placing him next in command to General Stuart upon the 
Madias eftablifhment. 

Both the attention paid to this deferving officer, and the node of 
doing it, give to all the arguments I have employed in behalf of Ge- 
neral Stuart, much additional force, , 

What you have fo recently done in Major Vorne’s cafe, affords 
more than a precedent, and goes far beyond the very moderate requelt 
Thave made in favour of General Stuart. 

In what I have taken the liberty to propofe for my Brother, 
T have not requefled that he fhould receive any new or additional 
mark of your favour, in compenfation of his fufferings; nor have I 
‘aimed at his being immediately vcRoted cven to the fame fituation he 
formerly held; I have only propofed, that his reftoration fhould take 
place eventually, and upon the firft vacancy. 

When the reafonablenefs of this propofition is’ compared with, and 
found to fall fo far fhort of, what you yourfelves have done in the cafe 
of Majo. Horne, it is luidly poffible to imagine that the comy liance 
with the requeft I have made éan fuffer a moment’s hefitation. 

You? orders for the military trials of General Stuart, Major Horne, 
Captain Edington, and Captain Lafaught, originated from the fame caufe~~ 
the fhare they had in the feizure or confinement of Lord Pigot ;-—~but 
none of thiefe officers having been able to obtain a trial by a Court-Martial, 
it has been difpenfed with, and the order for it refemded, in the cafe of 
Major Horie, and will, from the realon of the thing, be difpenfed with 
in the oefe of the other officers. Major Horne, Captain Edington, and 
Captain Lyfaught have been employed in your fervice fince the time that 
your orders for their trials arrived in India; and the advantage of their 
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having heen employed, appears from the fervices they have peiformed 
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in their fevetal military fituations; for, fingular as it is, it fo happens, 
that your difpleafure, in confequence of the unfortunate diflurbances 
at Madras, fell upon fowr officers, who were diflinguifhed for their 
zeal and their abilities in the Company’s military fervice. 

But though the orders which you fent to India for a military trial 
extended equally to them all, yet the refufal of that trial has been pro- 
duGive of greater misfortunes to General Stuart, than to thafs other 
officers to whom the orders for a trial related 

Tn the fir? place, General Stuart, alone, has fuffered from the tem= 
porary floppage of the pay; for that patt of your diredions, though 
expreffed in general terms, has, in its application, been confined to his 
cafe in particular. 

Secondly, The fervices of the other tice officers, while under orders 
for trial, were accepted of, but his were rejected. 

Thirdly, As General Stuart was at the head of the army, and, if he 
had not been fuperfeded, would have cammanded in chief at the fiege 
of Pondicherry; a complete reparation of his injuries becomes almofl 
impraQicable. In ordinary cafes, where the difpleafure at an officer 
has ceafed, the reparation is generally made by reinftating him 
directly in the fituation from which he had been difplaced, and fome~ 
times by a further promotion. But the fuperleffion of General’ Stuart, 
by an officer fent from England on purpofe, has fo increafed the dit- 
ficulties of doing complete juflice, that ¢ have found it reafonable, 
though fevere upon him, to wave any pretenfiong to his being reflored 
to his former fituation, until the officer, by whom he was fuperfeded, 
choofes to quit the command. 

My argument is not, that thofe officers who were ordered to be tried 
in the fame manner as General Stuart, have fuffered va Gitleo—What 
I know of their characters, and’ of their having aéted from a fenfe of 
what they confidered to be their duty, makes it impoffibléfor me 
to entertain any fuch idea; but the argument fuggefted by the fads L 
have mentioned is, that General Stuart Jias fuffered oo long, and greally 
toa muck, 
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What reafon, or inducement, then, can there be for the con~ 
tinuance of fo difproportioned a meafure of punifhment? And muft 
not the Eaft India Company feel themfelves ftrongly called upon, in 
juflice to General Stuart, and from a fenfe of propriety, tc afford 
every poffible relief to one whofe hardfhips have becn beyond 
ail bounds, and whofe fervices have long been acknowledged, and 
particularly by your Letter of the 14th of Apil, 1779, where his 
conduét, in what related to the civil as well as military concerns of 
the Company, has been approved of in terms highly flattering and ho- 
nourable for him ? 

,As fome account has been given of thofe ferviccs, in the Letter 
which I had lately the honour to addrefs to Lord Amherft, I think it 
my duty to abftain from any repetition on that fubjeét. 


_ Trom the unfortunate circumfances of the times, every thing that "s 
valuable to the Raft India Company in Judoflan, may now, perhaps, be 
decided by the events of war; for, befides the contefls in which the Com~ 
pany are engaged with fome of the country powers in India, there now 
exilts a ftate of war with the French, who certainly will be difpofed to 
improve every opportunity of injuring the Baft India Compa.y, and 
benefiting themfelves in that part of the world—The ftate cf hofti~ 
fides lately commenced with, the Dutch, adds to the number of foes 
in Indig} and may probably give bath to many military operations, 
cither offenfive or defenfive, in that quarter of the globe. 

If, then, there are officers in the Company’s fervice, and.now upon 
the {pot inIndia, who are qualified to be highly ufeful to the State, 
éan this be the particular and well-chofen. time for the Company to de+ 
prive themfelves of all poffible utility from any officer of that defcrip- 
tion? Or% it confiflent with the interefts of the State, or of the Pro~ 
prictors of the Eaft India Company, that fich a plan of conduct thould 
he adopted, and at fuch a crifis, and that the merits of thofe officers 
fhould be at once extolled and neglected ?. 
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it is not for me to fay how far this defeription of officers qualified to 
vender effential fervices, at fich a crifis, may be particularly applicable 
to General Stuart; but without fubjcAing myfelf to the imputation 
of partiality or prefumption, I may he pumitted to obferve, that 
General Stuart either is, or ought to be, qualified to anfwer that de- 
{crrption.—He has had the advantage of a regular profeffional cduca~ 
tion, had many opportunitics, and particularly during the laf war, of 
feeing real fervice, of acting under refpe@able commanders, and in 
fituations well cafculated to form an oflicer.—~And as military know- 
ledge has been the great object and ftudy of his life, it is at leaft 
probable, that the eflimation in which he is held by military men as 
a ufeful officer, is not entirely without foundation. 

You yourfelves, Gentlemen, in your Letter of Apiil 1779, have 
been pleafed to exprefs this opinion of his military merits, and to found 
upon them an expeclation of amportant future firvices. 

But if the compliments that have been paid to him by the Court of 
Directors, are followed with no confequences that may ftop the current 
of his misfortunes, an rcinflate him in a capacity of being ufeful to the 
Public, what a difcouragement will it be to the zeal of officers in your 
fervice, to exert themlelves in acquiring thofe praifes which they have 
hitherto been accuftom2d to confider as fo valuable, and as the certain 
earneft of your future favour and protection ? 








Thus, Gentlemen, I have laid before you all the material cir 
cumftances of General Stuart’s cafe ;—his fuppofed offence ;—his 
aGual fufferings ;—-the refufal of chis trial ;—the ° acknowledgment 
of his merits ;~and the method of redréfs which he thinks himfelf 
well entitled to folicit and exped. I confidered it as a part of 

e 
my duty to reprefent to you all thefe partitulais,—it is your pro- 


vince to decide upon them; and I have nothing further to add, 
I 7 before 
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before I conclud2 this Letter, but a repetition of the affurances I 
gave you at the beginning of it, that no occafion can, I think, pol 
fibly occur, which fhall induce me to give you any further trouble ; for, 
if all I have already faid fhall not be found fufficient to explain 
the unmerited hardfhips of General Stuart’s fituation, and to imprefi, 
flrongly on your minds the juflice and neceflity of affording the pro~ 
pofed relief, I defpair of fucceeding in that attempt by any further 
endeavours; and I fhall fit down, fufpeding, that there cither is fome 
weaknefs in General Stuart’s cafe, which my partiality prevents me fiom 
difcovering, or that I have not been able to put forth the ftrength of 
it in fuch a manner as it deferves; and it muft be left to the impar- 
stiality of the world at large to decide, Whether the refufal of all re~ 
drefs to General Stuart (if fuch refufal can be poflible) ought to be 
imputed to the defects of his caufe, his advocate, or his judges? 


Thave the honour to be, with great refpect, 
.GENTLEMEN, 
Your mot faithful, 
And obedient humble fe vant, 
Brrxtry-Squargs 


Match s, 1781+ 
ANDY, STUART. 
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Right Honourable Lord AMHERST 
; FROM 


ANDREW STUART, Bro, 


[ January 3, 1781, 7: 








MY LORD, 


HELE duty which I owe to an abfent Brother, whofe fination 

ftands diftinguifhed by an accumulation of hardfhips, puts me 
uider the neceflity of requefting your Lordfhip’s attention to the un- 
ufual circumftances of his cafe. 

It is well known to your Lordfhip, that my Brother Colonel James 
Stuart had the honor to ferve his Majefty during the courfe of laft war ; 
and that in the various branches of military duty which fell to his fhare 
in Europe, North America, ‘and the Weft Indics, he conduéted himfelf 
to the fatisfa€tion of his feveral refpeGlable Commanders, and aQed 
with reputation to himfelf, and utility to the Public. 

During the peace which followed, Colonel Stuart turned his thoughts 
towards the fervice of the Eaft India Company, and before the com- 
mencement of the prefent war, having, by his Majefty’s permuffion, 
‘entered | into that fervice he failed for India in the month of November 
1775" : . , 

The fituation in which he went to India, was that of Second in Com- 
mand of all the Eaft India Company’s Forces upon the Coafl of Coro- 
mandel, with the rank of Colonel ; and, by exprefs appointment from 
the EaftIndia Company, it was fettled, that upon the death, refigna~ 
tion, orremoyal of Brigadier-general Sir Robert Fletcher, at that time 
Commander in Chief upon the Coaft, and in a declining -flate of health, 
Colonel Stuart fhould fucceed to that Gommand, and to the rank of 
Brigadier;gencral, in the fame manner as they were enjoyed by Sir 


Robert Fletcher, ° 
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Colonel Stuart arrived at Madras in the month of May 1776. Sir 
‘Robert Fletcher died in the December following ; and upon that event 
Colonel Stuart became of courfe Commander in Chief upon the Coalt, 
with the rank of Brigadie:-general in the Company’s fervice. 

In the month of Augult 1777, a Promotion of Officers in his Ma 
jefty’ s fervice took place ; at which time a great number of Lieutenant- 
colonels obtained the rank of Colonel, 

My Brother was then near the head of the lift of thofe Lieutenint- 
colonels who were entitled to rank from that promotion; but that rank 
was with-held from him, while Thirty-two Lieutenant-colonels, 
younger in the fervice, were made Colonels upon that occafion, ; 

Since the month of Auguft 1777, the lift of Officers now above 
him, and who were at that time below him, is increafed by the number 
of Fifty-nine ; fo that fince Colonel Stuart went to India, there are now 
no lefs than Ninety-one junior Lieutenant-colonels who have got rank 
over him, and to his pre udice, befides Forty-fix Officers of Militia, 
Four of Fencibles, One of Artillery, and Five of Marines, who have 
likewife got the rank of Colonel in that period, 

The firft intimation of ry Brother’s being left out of the Promotion 
of Auguit 1777, was by a Letter to me, then in Scotland, from Lord 

Barrington, the Secretary at War, dated the 3d of September 1777 
Acopy of that letter, and of my anfwer,.and of a fecond letter received 
from his Lordfhip on the fame fubje@, in- Oconee 1777, | have now 
“the honour to inclofe to your Lordthip. , 

Thefe letters do not exprefsly fpecify the motives for with-holding 
‘the rank which Colonel Stuart was at that time intitled to expel, nor 
_do they mention the time during which this fufpenfion was to be con~ 
tinued, or what circumftanecs fhould be deemed fuilicien? to put an 
end to it. e. 

‘There is, however, one paragraph in his Lordthip’s letter of the 3d 
of September 1777, which gives reafon to conclude, that the diflurb- 
ances which had happened at Madras in the year 1776, and 6{ which, 
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the mofl alaiming reports had been fpread in England, were the fole 
eaufe of with-holding from Colonel Stuart the rank in queftion, 
until it fhould be known what his conduct had been in thefe difturb- 
anecs, and what had been the confequences of them in the Settlement 
at Madras. 

The paragraph here alluded to, is in thefe words: “ This letter 
“ therefore is not intended as an apology, but as an affurance, that full 
“ and perfect jultice will be donc to him (Colonel Stuart) hereafter, if 
* his condudt in India refembles the reft of his conduc through life. I 
“ depend on your giving him this affurance in my name,” &c. 

, From the terms of the above letter, as well as from the general tenor 
of Colonel Stuart’s coudué and military charader, there are two infer 
ences which feem unavoidable. 

The one is, that the hardthip inflifled upon Colonel Stuart, at the 
time of the pr omotion in 17775 did not take its rife from any part of hig 
conduct while in his Majefy’'s fervice. 

The fecond inference is, that the keeping his rank in fufpenfe was 
meant only to be a ¢emporary meafure, until authentic accounts fhould 
be received of the’ nature and confequences of thefe difturbances at 
Madras, in the year 1776, and of Goloncl Stuart’s conduct upon that 
occafion. 

Tf it be admitted, and no one can difpute it, that the with-holding 
from Colonel Stuart his rank, did nol proceed from any part of his 
conduct ‘while in his Majefty's fervice, but that, on the contrary, he was 
held in eftimation as an active, intelligent, and deferving officer, military 
men, with whom I have converfed on the fubjeét, are of opinion, that 
upon thele, admitted facts, Colonel Stuart night reafonably have cx- 
pected the benefit of a promotion which is allotted to officers in his 
Majetty’s fervice, meely on account of their landing in that fervice ; 
and that it would likewife have been natural to expe, that no rumours 
or reports about his condué in the fervice of the Raft India Com« 
pany, fhould have had the effeé of depriving him, even for a moment, 
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of that preferment which he had earned, both by the number of years 
he had ferved in the King’s army, and by the alive and ufeful fervices 
in which he had becn engaged. 

Tt has further been cbferved, that what made it lefs reafonable that 
this rule fhould have been departed from, is, that thofe from whom 
Colonel Stuart holds a commiffion in another f{e1vice, have in their 
own hands fufficient power to make him, or any other officer in their 
fervice, feel feverely the effects of their difpleafure, if he fhould be 
found to have merited it, after a proper enquiry or trial, which they of 
themfelves have fufficient authority to inftitute. 

And finally it has been remarked, that the mere sofidility of an olli- 
cer’s having been guilty of offences in another fervice, ought not at 
any period preceding his trial and conviion, to prevent his receiving, 
as a matter of courfe, the benefit of a promotion in his Majcfty’s 
fervice; and this proceeds upon the plaineft principles of juftice, con- 
firmed by conflant praCtice, that every man is prefumed to be inno- - 
cent, and fo ireated, until he be adually proved to be guilty ;—but in 
the prefent cafe, the ftrongeft additional reafons concurred, becanfe upon 
the fuppofition of Colonel Stuart’s being tried and juftly convi@ed in 
India, fubfequent to his promotion in the King’s fervice, it would always 
hive remained, as it undoubtedly ought, in his Majefty’s breaft, to de~ 
prive him of all benefit from that and cvéry other promotion, by dil+ 
mifling him from his fervice. % ° 

In my letter to Lord Barrington, in the month ‘of Odober 197747, I 
communicated fome obfervations of this nature ; but thefe obfervations 
were unavoidably too late for the defirable purpofe of pyreventian, as 
before they could reach his Lordthip, and indeed before any intimation 
was given to me on this fubjedt, the hardfhip complained of had been 
sactually done. * 





’ * 
Having thus as éoncifely as poffible brought under your Lordthip’s 
. 4 + : ee ye S 
~ view the seafons which indu¢ed judicious and milisary men to be of 
opinion, 
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opinion, that Colonel Stuart had a juft pretenfion to be included in 
the promotion of the year 1777, I fhall not prefume to take up moze of 
your Lordthip’s time unneceflarily, on this branch of the fubjeG, but 
fhail proceed to fhew, that even if the exclufion of Colonel Stuart from 
the promotion in 1777, could be confidered as originally rignT, yet 
the further prolongation of that hardfhip would now be wrona, as the 
ground is effintially changed, and none of the reafons on which the fut 
meafure of denying Colonel Stuart his rank was juftified, can be 
thought in any degree applicable to the further-continuance of this 
unufual and mark’d difcouragement to an officer in his Majefty’s 
fervice. 

For eftablithing the truth of this affertion, it will be proper, in the 
firft place, to mention to your Lordfhip the reports which were civcu- 
lated in this country about the Madras affairs, and to ftate the beft rea~ 
fons which I have ever heard offered, for the meafure of with-holding 
* from Colonel Stuart the benefit of the promotion in the year 1777; 
intreating, at the fame time, your Lordfhip’s particular attention to the 
very material difference there has been between the firft reports that 
were current here, and the faéls as they have finte turned out. 

The reports and alarms which, in the year 1777, had come over 
from India, concerning the tranfadtions at Madras, in the month’ of 
Augufl 1776, wheu Lod Pigot was airefted and coufined by milituy 
force,had not only excited ¢ great flame in this country amongit thofe who 
were attached to Lord Pigot, but they had likewife produced in many 
quarters an apprehenfion about the fafety of the fettlement where 
thefe trapfaélions had happened, Some men really believed, that the 
fettlement was in danger, cithcr from the Company's fervants, or from 
the countty powers in India, or from both. A civil wir, anar- 
chy, and confufion, were reprefented as the unavoidable confequences 
of what had happened; and as it had‘fallen to Colonel Stuart’s lot to 
garry into execution the orders iffued by the Majority of the Council at 
Madcas} for taking pofleflion of the Fort at Madvas, and for arrefling 
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and confining, by military force, the perfon of Lord Pigot ; he, Go 
lonel Stuatt, was reprefented and confidered as a perfon principally 
concerned in thofe diftubances. Not only fo, but it was reported, 
and loudly afferted, even at Cencral Courts of the India Proptietors, that 
Colonel Stuart had got the army at his devotion; that he would fet 
up for himfelf, and difregard any orders iffued from England. 

Such were the reports and alarms which prevailed. Under their in- 
Huence (as is fuppofed), the meafure of excluding Colonel Stuart from 
the promotion in £777 was taken, and this fuppofed caufe of that 
imeafure certainly formed its beft juftification. Permit me, therefore, once 
more to requeft your Lordfhip would obfeive, how totally different every, 
thing has tuned out in point of Fa@ ; for the alarms and imaginary 
terrors, entertained in the year 17775 have now been lorig difpelled, and 
the injuftice done to Colonel Stuart, by fuppofing him capable of fi ch 
conduét or intentions, has been made maniféll by the moft authentic 
and unequivocal proofs. 7 

Tnftead of confufion and civil war, there never was a more {ettlec 
ftate of peace and fecurity, than that which took place throughout 
the whole extent of the fettlement of Madras, during the period 
of that government, which commenced in the month of Auguft 1776, 
and continued till the mouth of Augull 1777 5 and, notwithflanding 
the temporary diflentions in Auguil 1776, it is admitted, that while 
thefe diffentions were at their greateft height, even at that very criti- 
cal period, not one life was loft; and that fubfequent to the adi of 
confining Lord Pigot, no individual in the fettlement fuflained any 
injury, either in his perfon or property. 

Inftead of refiftance on the part of Coloncl Stuart, as ,had- falfely 
‘heen predi@ed in. this country, there has been the moft uniform and 
implicit obedience paid by him to the orders from home. 

When Mr, Whithill arrived at Madras, in the month of Angufl 19797, 
with the new commiffion of government, Colonel Stuart was the firft 
perfon who accompanied the new Governor to the parade ; was ptefent 
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at the public reading of that new Commiffion of Government, and 
of the order for his own /ipenfion. 

lis behaviour upon that occafion is defcribed in the following para~ 
graph of a letter from the new Governor and Council at Madras, 
to the fupreme Council of Bengal, dated the 31ft of Aupufl 14974, 

“ We think it alfo necefary to obferve, with refpelt to Brigadier General 
“ Stuart, whofe fituation in the late tranfactons was peculiar, that he 
“ foewed the fame imphett obedience, on bis part, to the authority of the 
“ Company ; attended on the parade at the reading of the Company's Com- 
* miffion of Government to the troops, and was fludious, by his whole 
“ conduét, to foew to the officers and foldvers the proper Jenfe whub be 
* entertained of the Company's orders.” 

Such was the conduct of Colonel Stuait, at the time when the firl 
accounts were brought to him of his being fufpended from the Com-~ 
pany’s fervice, during fix months, though no fpecific crime or charge 
was alleged againfl him ithe order for fulpenfion ; and though he thus 
found himfelf deprived of the command of an army, which it had 
been his fludy and his pride to improve for the advantage of the State, 
and of the Eafl India Company; and accordingly much credit had 
accrued to him from the fucce(g of the meafures he had taken for putting 
ir on the moft 1cfpeGable footing. 

At the diflance of fome months after the arrival of this firft order by 
Mr. Whithill in Anguf 19777, additional orders from the Company 
were brought to Madras in February 1778, by the new Governor, 
Mr, Rumbold, who had left England in the month of July 1777, By 
thefe orders, Colonel Stuart found himlelf /iperfeded in the command, 
by the appointment of another officer, Colonel Munro, who was fent 
from England, on purpofe to take the command of the army at Ma« 
dras ; rtd this appointment carried with it, according to the military 
etiquette, an additional circumflance of mottification, as Colonel Munro 
was a junior officer in the King’s fervice. 

The ‘orders thys brought by Mr. Rumbold inflicting a hardfhip on 
Colonel Stuart, the more fevere as no provifion was at that time made 
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about his being reflored to the command of the army at any period, or 
in any event, met, however, with the fame implicit obedience on Co 
lonel Stuart’s part; and thus the new Commander in Chief, as well as 
the new Governor, found the fettlement ina perlcA flate of obedicnee 
and tranquillity, without the {mallefl fymptom of a difpofition in any 
quarter, civil or military, to queftion or refifl the orders of the aft 
India Company. 

The refutation which the above ftate of facts contains of the reports 
which prevailed in “England in the year 1777, forms one very im~- 
portant branch of the proofs by which I hope to fatisfy your Lordfhip 
of the change of fituation ; fince it muft be evident from what has been. 
ftated, that, in one material refpect at leaft, the circumftances under 
the influence of which Colonel Stuart was excluded from his promo- 
tion, are now not only unqueftionably changed, but totally reverfed 





T thall next beg leave to mention to your Lordthip fome other par- 
ticulars, which thew ftill ftronger the very eflential change of fituation. 

In the month of fuly 1777, the Dire@ors of the Kall India Com~ 
pany, at the fame time that they fent out by Mr. Rumbold a new com- 
miffion of government to Madras, fent out orders for calling home to 
England all the civil fervants of the Compfiny who had compofed the 
Council at Madras at the time when the difturbances happened ghere ; 
and with refpeét to the military officers who, in “the arreft and con- 
finement of Loid Pigot, had ated in obedience to the orders of the 
Majority of Council, dire€tions were fent out by Mr. Rumbold, that 
they fhould be fufpended the fervice, and tricd by a Court-Martial. 
This order for fufpenfion and trial related particularly to "Brigadier 
General Stuart, Licutenant-Colonel Horne, Captain Edingjon, and 
Captain Lyfauglit. . 

I take it for granted, that, in the month of Augull, when the ge« 
neral promotion of officers in the King’s’ fervice took place, the Secre~ 


tary at War had heard of this order, which, in the” preceding month 
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of July, had been fent out by the India DireGois; and if fo, the 
knowledge of this flep taken by the India Diseélors might induce the 
Secretary at War to confider that order in the fame light in which 
he would have confidered an order, under the royal authority in this 
country, for the trial of an officer by a Cout-Maitial for offence. 
committed in his Majefty’s fervice ; in which cafe, T have heen told, 
that the promotion of fuch officer is generally kept in fufpenfe, unul 
the event of his trial is haown. 

But thefe two cafes are, in many refpects, which will readily occur 
to your Lordthip, fo cffentially different, that they cannot, I appre 
hend, without manifefl injwy to his Majefly’s fervice, be confidered as 
on the fame footing ; and it muft be obvious, that many hurtful and 
inconvenient confequences would arife, if it were to be aflumed as a 
principle at the War-Oflice, that when an Officer by the King’s per~ 
miffion enters into the fervice of the Eaft-India Company, he is, from 

_ that moment, to be fubjeét to have all his future expeations in his 
Majefly’s fervice, as wellas‘all the confeqnences of his former merits in 
that fervice, regulated implicitly by the procecdings and opinions of the 
Diredlors of the Eaft-India Company, or their Servants in India. 

T am ready, however, to admit, that at the’ time of the promo- 
tion in 1777, it might very naturally and reafonably be prefumed «py 
the Secretary at War, that the orders given by the Lat India Com- 

* pany for Coloncl Stuart’s rial -by a Court-Martial would, as {peedily 
as poffible, be obeyad by their Servants at Madras; and, therefore, that 
the intermediate fhort delay, by not allowing him the benefit of a promo- 
tion in his Majefty’s fervice until the cvent of thit trial was known, 
could not’ be very prejudicial either to his honour or his intereft 
But.in {his the event has proved fo contrary to all reafonable ex- 
pedtation, that if the ineafine of flopping Colonel Stuart’s rank in the 

King’s férvice proceeded at all upon the orders then recently fent by 

the India Company for his trial by a Court-Martial, and upon the idea 
that he would fpcedily have an ppportunity, by that trial, of getting ‘whice 
done to"his chara@er and conduét, there mull now be the Arongel reafon 
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for reverfing, a meafure founded upon a fuppofition which‘in the event 
has xen found to be totally erroneous, and im its confequences highly 
lnjusious to Colonel Stuart. Tor the real fa@ is, that notwithftanding 
the orders feit out by the India Company in July 1777, for his 
immediate trial by a Court-Martial, that tridd was, in the be jin- 
ning of the year 1778, refuled by the Governor and Council at 
Madras; and notwithianding the renewed peremptory orders fent out 
in the month of December 1778 for his tial, the benefit of that trial by 
a Court-Martial has again, in the beginning of the pefent year 1780, 
becn refufcd to him. 

As no part of the Secretary at War’s Icitcr to me has {pccilied the 
motives or paiticular grounds on which it had been judged proper to 
withhold from Colonel Stuart the bencfit of the promovion in the year 
1777, Thave thought it neceflary to confider thefe motives, under the 
only two poffible afpedts in which I apprehend they are capable of being 
confidered,—-as proceeding cither from the reports then current, or from 
the orders that had been given by the India Company for his trial 
by a Cowt-Mautial. 

But it has been fhewn, hat, upon either of thefe principles, tn ground 
is totally changed.—1f the reports about the fafety of the Settlement, or 
the rumouts {pread about the confequences of the condud: imputed to 
Colonel Stuart, gave 1fe to the meafufe, thefe reporls and rumours 
have been proved to be falfe—If it procecded on a fuppofitios, that 
Colonel Stuart’s trial by a Court-Martial would certainly and f{peedily 
take place, the event, after repeated experiments, and afier fubjeQing 
him to the mof cruel flate of fufpenfe during feveral tedious cars, has 
totally deftroyed that fuppofition. 
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The fact of Colonel Stuart's being twice refufed in India his tial by 

1 Court-Martial, is very generally known and it is alfo known, that, upon 
»oth occafions, that trial was carneltly folicited on- his part: but the 
flrongeft 
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flrongcft proof of thie will arife fiom the perufal of the procecdings at 
Madras in the years 1778 and 1780, while the granting or refufing the 
Court-Martial was in agitation. I have therefore taken the liberty to 
accompany this Leiter with a full and exa& flate of thefe proceedings. 

The contents of thefe papers are material, becaufe they not only con- 
tain the mofl unqucflionable proofs of his zeal to be tried, and of the 
Rrongeft efforts uled by him to bring on that trial without delay, but 
becaule they alfo contain the reafons given by the Governor and 
Council at Madras for refufing the trial, . 

Thus, in the General Letter to the Court of DireGtors from the Go- 

vernor and Council at Madras, dated the 14th of March 1778, there is 
the following paragraph on the fubjcct of the firfl trial that was or~ 
dered ; 
“ General Stuart, as fon as be was furnifhed with a copy of your 
orders, and before we came to any refolution concerning him, addreffed 
three letters to us, all of them preffing upon us, in the mof anvions mans 
ner, bis defire to be tried by a Court-Martial; and fiaring left any 
doubts or difculties fhauld oceur to us on the fubjelt, he introduced foves 
ral arguments to fhew his right to demand a Court-Martial, and pointed 
out different articles in the Articles of War, by which he thought pe 
might be tried. Although kis letters did not contain any reafons of fuf- 
.& ficient frength to induce usw alter our opinions upon bis cafe, yet the 
“ uneafine/s of mind expreffed in them was fich, that we felt much concern 
“ for the peculiar circumftances of his fituation.” 

Here it is proved, by the moft unqueflionable authority, that of the very 
perfons who refufed the Court-Martial, and who were endeavouring to 
Juilify themfelves to the Court of Dire€ois for diobedience to their 
orders, that it was not owing to any fault or rcluance on ihe part of 
Colonel Stuart that the trial had not proceeded ; on the contrary, that 
he had nfed every cffort to promote it. . 

Other parts of the fame letter from the Governor and Council at Ma~ 
dras, fhéw that the reafons which induced them to refule the trial, were 
chiefly founded on prudential confiderations, and upon a doubt whether 
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a Court-Maitial was competent to decide upon a cafe which involved 
queftions of nice difcuffio., relative to the Company’s conftitutional 
Government. This is expreffed very clealy in the following para. 
graph of their Letter: 

© The als of urrefting and impr soning the perfor of the hate Lad Pig ob 
«© gyre fuficiently clear. Your dfupprobation of thofe atts is flrongly ox~ 
 preffed in your late orders; but that difapprobation does not make them 
 offenfive in the eye of martial law, and no charge could be grounded upon 
“ 37, In order to determine whether General Stuart s condudl be exininal 
* in that view, and before any charge could be prepared, it became requi- 
 fite to confider the nature of the orders and authority under which be 
“ aéted, with other particular circumfances attending the arreft of Lord 
“ Pigot. The Company's Records, and General Stuart's own Narrative 
of the tranfattion, clearly /oew, that lis Lordfbip was arrefied by an 
& order under the fignature of George Stratton li/guire, Sir Robert Vet- 
“ cher, Henry Brooke, Charles Floyer, Archdale Palmer, Francis Jour- 
% dain, and George Mackie, E/guires ; which order General Stuart, in 
“ the Narrative, declares be confidered as legal, and the Gentlemen who 
© jfjued it the legal Rip efintatives of the Company, GUNIRAL STUARY 
“ APPEARS TO WAVE DONE NOTHING IN THIS TRANSACTION IN~ 
“ prpENDENT OF THAT AUTIORITY WHICH GAVE NIM THE 
“ orprr. fthat authority were clearly egal, or the order illegal, the 
 arreft and imprifonment of Lord Pigot, by'mibtary Sorce, may berdemed 
“ anaél of mutiny, avd the perfons concerned hable to be tried, by an ex- 
« profs article of war ; but we own to you, thefe quefizous appear ta us to 
be of fo nice and important a nature, that we did not think ourfelues com= 
potent to form a judgment upon them, with that precifion which was 
* necefary to conflitute and maintam a charge againft an Officer for a crime 
“ deemed capital by martial law.” ‘ 

The paragraph here copied expreffes diflin@ly the grounds on which 
the Court-Martial was vefufed ; but it is material in another refpoct, 
inafmuch as it contains the opinion of the Governor and Council at 
Madras, with regard to the full extent of what could be alleged again 
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Colonel Sufart, and the ground on which he mufi be tried, if ever 
his trial fhould take place; for it cxprefsly declares, not only that 
he had adled under the authority of an order from the Members 
of the Council therein named, (which is a fad proved indecd by 
the written orders themfelves {til extant); but it is aaterial to ob- 
ferve, that it further contains the opinion of the Governor Mr. Rum~ 
bold, the Commander in Chief General Munro, and the other Mem- 
bers of the Council at Madras (the very perfons to whom the orders 
for granting the Court-Martial were diredled), “ ‘That Colonel Stuart 
“ appeared to have done nothing in this tianfaGtion independent of that 
“ authority which gave him the order ;” from which the inference 
made by the Governor and Council is, that the fole foundation for con~ 
Mituting or maintaining a chage againft Colonel Stuart, mufl depend 
on the /egalty or illegality of the order and authority under which he 
added. 


The matter having been brought to this iflue, it could be judged of 
in England as well as in India, and might be judged of without the in— 
tervention of a Court-Martial as well as with it. 

“ 


The Letter, from the Governor and Council at Madras, to the Court 
of Direétors, dated the 12th of February 1780, which makes part of the 
printed collection ndw tran{initted to your Lordthip, exprefles the 1eafons 
which induced them, a fecond time, to refufe the trial which had been or- 
dered by the Dire@ors, and fo earneftly folicited by Goloncl Stuart. Thefe 
reafons arc, in moft refpedls, fimilar to thofe which had been af~ 
figned by"them for refufing the Court-Martial in the year 1778. 

This appears particularly from the following i of their Letter 
of the rath of February 1780: s 
© You leave it to our judgments to form the fpecifie charger; and hav 


% jung fe done, the refponfibility of the meafure refts almof? entirely upon us, 
“ austhout 
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avithout any clue to guide us through the embarrafinents whub we for 
merly fated, and which are rather increafed than dimuunfhed by the opinion 
of the Law Gounfel ; for thofe Gentlemen have talin any from this cafe 
the point upon which we conceived the condud of Brigadicr-gener al 
Stuart, in asmilitary view, principally turned, wamc/y, the legali y or 
illegality of the authority by which be adtid, and have given us nothing 
to go upon i its room ; fince they declare, that whether bis condui, in 
excculing the order, can or cannot fubje him to a charge of Mutiny, 


depends on circumflances, of whub they have no proper information,” 
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The Letter then procecds in thefe words: 

As the late Lord Pigot was arrefted at the diftance of half a mile bea 
* youd the walls of the garrifon, a natural quftion areye, whith we 
“ Rated in our Letter of the 14th of March 1778, relative lo the extent of 
“ bis command as Governor of the Fort. General Munro's opinion on thes 
 fubjett, which we bave already recited, declares, that the arrefiing 
“ Lord Pigot, out of the Tort, was an atl which did not come under any 
“ article of war, This is a point which feemed tous material to bave been 
“ afcertaind; but your inflruttions, and the opinions of the Counetl, are 
“ quite fileut an the fubject,” 

‘The whole tenor and progres of the procecdings at Madras, in the 
years 1778 and 1780, on the fubje&t of the Court-Martial in queftion, 
clearly indicate, that it was the opinion of te Governor, the Commander 
in Chief, and the Gouncil there, that unlefs Colonel Spuart could be ‘made 
fubje& to a charge of Muvriny, for the arrefl of Lord Pigot, there 
could be no foundation for bringing him to a trial by a Court-Martial : 
at the fume time they have clearly fhewn their opinions, and thé opinion 
of General Munro the Commander in Chief, that as Lord Pigot had 
been arrefted out of the garrifon of Fort St. George, this was an ad 
which did not come under any article of war. ‘ 

‘The principal, if uot the éuly hyfitaiion with the Governor and Council 
at Madras, feems to have been, whether Coloncl Stuart might not be 
brought in as guilty of Mutiny, by making him re/poufible for the legality 
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or illegality wf the order under which he aed. But any idea of in~ 
volving him in the crime of Manny, in this way, was obftruéted by 
the Law opinions that had been fent fiom England, where the Attorney 
and Solicitor General, and other cimment Counfel, had given it as 
their opinion, “ Phat wt would not follow as a necefary conf queme, 
© that the illegality of the ordi would fubp& the Oficer to a charge of 
“ Mutiny.” 


On this point there are fo many facts and arguments in juflification of 
Colonel Stuart’s conduQ, that, fuppofing the M/egaly of the order to ba 
clearly cflablifhed, there can be no chance of hisbeing involved in a charge 
of Mutiny by that means; althqugh it muft be owned that, from the exe 
preffions of the Letter from the Governor and Council at Madras to 
the DireQors, there feems to have becn a ftrange idea entertained on 
their part, that it might be poflible to involve Colonel Stuat in « 
capital offence, by this new {pecies of Mutiny which had occured to 
then, though not thought of or exprefied in the Mutiny AQ, or in the 
Juticles of War. : 


Upon the whole, therefore, of what has palfed in the courfe of canvat 
fing this matter, it cannot be unreafonable to maintain, that although 
there has been no formal fentence of a Court-Martial upon Colapel 
Stuart, yet faéts have heen afcertained, and opinions given, which, in’a 
cafe of this nature, onght tobe confidered as equivalent to the sentence 
of a Gourt-Martial. : 

The circumflances of Colonel Stuart's cafe, from the full printed fate 
of it which I gave in to the India DireQors in December 1778, and from 
other means of information, are now fo fully known, that thefe, joined 
with the opinions above mentioned, given by the Commander in Chicf, 
and the Governor and Council at Madras, and with the opinions quoted 
of the Law Counfel in England, may fairly be allowed, in a cafe fe pecu- 
larly circumftanced, to have the fame ,effe@? as if Colonel Stuart had 
fuccecded in the repeated requefts he fo carneftly made, for having the 
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judgment of a Court-Martial, with all the forms that udually attend 


Me 7 
Such interpretation may with the more reafon be contended for, a» 
Colonel Stuart and his friends, from the yew 1777 to the prefent year 
1780, have, in the face of every poflible hazard with refpedt to him per 
fonally, not only provoked arid folicited a trial by a Court-Martial, but 
demanded itas his right. And it ought further to be confidered, that, by 
the hurtful and mortifying delays and difappointments in the courfe of 
thofe years, he has already fuflered more than any Court-Martial could 
poflibly have infli@ed upon him, even if he had been found guilty of 
what is laid to his charge. 

The proof of this affertion leads to a new fulyeQ; and T flatter myfcif 
it will be found, that the uffertion is not rafhly made, when your Lord 
fhip confiders what I am now to flate, concerning a memorable trial 
that happened laf year in Weftminfter-IJall. 





The whole of the iranfa@ions at Madras, in the year 1776, and par~ 
ticularly what related to the diflurbances at the time of the feizure and 
confinement of Lord Pigot, have, in the courfe of this laf year, under= 
gone a fui@ and folemn ierutiny in the court of King’s Bench, in a 
profecution by his Majefly’s Attorney Gencral againfl Mr. Stratton, 
and the other members who compofed the Majority of the Council at 
Madras, when Lord Pigot was feized and coufined by their orders. 

In that proceeding, thofe members were charged with affuming the 
government in Auguft 1776, and with the feizure, confincment, and 
detention of Lord Pigot, and for having iflued the orders to Colonel 
Stuart, in confequence of which Lord Pigot was fo {eized and confined. 

Fhe perfons accufed acknowledged the affumption of the govern- 
ment, but defended themfelves on the ground of civil or political 
neeeffity, on their being in duty bound to prevent the fubyerfion of 
the conititution, which, they alledged, had been manifeflly attempted 
hy feveral violent, illegal, and defpotic Qs on the part of Lord Pigot. 


They 
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They further maintained, that the legal government of Madras was vefled 
not in the Governor with a Minority of Council, But in them the Afajo- 
rity of the Council; and that the meafures they had taken were under the 
firm perfuafion, that this was the true Government of the Madras Prefi~ 
dency ; in fhort, that th cy had ated upon the true principles of that confli- 
tution, upon the neceflity of the cafe, and upon motives of public utility ; 
and that, in fa@, the perce and fafety of the fettlement had been preferved 
by what they had done, and that the affairs of the Eaft India Company 
in that fettlement had profpered greatly during their adminiftration, 

There never was a caufe profecuted with more zeal, or more abilities; 
and though the jury brought in a verdiQ againft Mr. Stratton and the 
other gentlemen, for alluming the government, and for having iffued 
the orders for feizing and confining Lord Pigot by military force, and 
for" having afterwards detained hima prifoner; yet the Judges of the 
Court of King’s Bench, after weighing the whole of the evidence for 
and againft the perfons accufed, pronounced an unanimous judgment, 
by which the total extent of the punifhment infliGed by them was a fine 
of One Thoufand Pounds to be paid by cach of the defendants. 

One confideration that weighed with the Judges in their decifion, as 
appears from their opinion delivered by Sir William Afhhurft, was, that 
the meafures taken by Mr, Stratton, and the other Members of the Ma. 
jority ot Council, in the month of Auguit 1776, had been firft pro- 
‘duced by feveral arbitrary and illegal aQs on the part of Lord Pigot, 
which were flrongly arraigned in the opinion delivered by the Judges 
of the King’s Bench;—but befides this, attention was alfo paid to the 
vaiious other particulars above smentioned, which had been urged by 
the defendants in jultification or alleviation of their condud, 

Here it i§ highly proper to remark, that from what paffed at the 
time of pronouncing this judgment, there is reafon to doubt whether the 
fine would not have been reflicted cven to a lefler fim, ifsthe defendants 
had not been confidered as particularly blimeable for fufpending (after 


they had aflumed the government) four of the Members of Lord Pigot’s 
i D . Council, 
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Council, Mcfis. Rufzil, Dalrymple, Stone, aud Latham. Great weight 
was laid upon this circhimftance of the defendants condu@. The Judges 
upon the trial particularly condemned it, and remarked, that in this the 
defendants had followed the conduét which they themfelves had con~ 
demned in Lord Pigot. But in fo fur’ as this offence, committed by 
the Members of Council, had effec in producing the judgment that 
was pronounced againft them, no inference can be made from it againft 
Colonel Stuart, or the other military officers, who were employed only 
for carrying into execution the orders they had received for {eizing and 
confining Lord Pigot ; for neither Colonel Stuart, nor any of thefe Of 
ficers, were Members of the Council which fufpended Mefits. Rufel/, 
Dalrymple, Stone, and Latham, *s 

The inferences from the whole of what thus pafled, upon the moft 
folemn trial of thole Members of the Council at Madras, muft, I am 
perfuaded, have been alteady anticipated by your Lordship. 

When we fee that the Members of the Majority of the Council had, by , 
averdi&t of their country, been found guilty of affuming the government, 
and of iffuing the orders for feizing and confining Lord Pigat, &c. ; and 
when it appears that the circumflances in mitigation of theix offence, after 
fuch a verdia, had the effe& to reftri@ the total amount of the punifh~ 
ment, inflicted by the Judges, to a fine of OncThoufand Pounds;—it mufl 
certainly follow, that Colonel Stuart, who did wot ufinp the government, 
who was 20 Member of Council at the time of Lord Pigot’s confinement, 
who iffued vo original oder, but only obeyed the ofders he had received 
from the Majority of Council, in whom he firmly believed the legal 
powers of the government to be vefted y~I fay it mutt follow, that upon 
thefe grounds he would have been abfolved from any punifhment or 
fine whatever ; or at the moft, that any fine or cenfure alldtted to his 
inferior offence, muft have been reduced to fomething fo infignificant, 
as to he free from any prejudicial confequences; for, in the report made 
by the prefent Governor and Council at Madras, to the India Directors, 
it is exprefly faid, “ Colonel Stuart appeared to have done nothing in 
9 : * this 
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“this tranfaction independent of that authority: which gave him the 
“ order.” 

The prevailing opinion, in the fettlement itfelf, had long been, 
that the legal government was vefled in the Majority of Council, and 
this alfo was the opinion of the Supreme Council at Bengal. The 
Eaft India Company themfelves, by their Inflrudtiions fent out by Mr. 
Whithill, in the year 1777, declared the Icgal government of Madras to 
be vefled in the Majority of Council; therefore, fuppofing it to be after- 
wards difeovered, upon a very nice inveftigation in.courts of law, that 
the Majority of Council had not the complete legal government vetted 
in them, excepting in certain cafes, and under ceitain reflidions; yet 
it could never be expected of a military man, that he fhould be fo much 
indfter of all thefe niceties and diftindtions, as to render him culpavle fur 
a miftake in a point of law, and for believing, in common with many 
others, that the Majority of the Council had a complete right to require 
“obedience from him, efpecially as his immediate fuperior Officer, Sir 
Robert Fletcher, the Commander in Chief of the army (a civeumftance to 
which I beg leave to call your Lordfhip’s particular attention), was one 
of the Members of that Majority who figned the ‘orders which Colonel 
Stuart obeyed, 

Thefe things would, in aay tribunal, have neceflurily Leen taheh 

*{nto confideration for juftifying Colonel Stuart’s condudl, or, at leaft, 
for alleviating any fne or punithment that might be allotted to his of- 
fence, if it could be fuppofed, that, in fuch civcumftances as thofe which 
have been deferibed, he was in any degree refponfible for the legahty 
of the orders which he reccived and obeyed. 

This neceflary inference from the proceedings, and from the judg- 
ment given in Weftminfler-hall upon this occafion, is one reafon why 
I have thought it proper to flate them to your Lordfhip ; and another 
reafon for ftating thefe proceedings, which happened only within thefe 
twelve months, is, hecaule they make an additional and important 
branch of the civcumflances by ‘which I meant to prove an effential 
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change of fituation linge the year 1777, when it was thought proper to 
with-hold from Colonel Stuart the benefit of the promotion of that yea. 


pesca PERT STOOPS TE TONE I ENT ALIEN SIESTA POR 


T fhall now conclude what relates to the change of fixation, Sy Tes 
quefting your Lordfhip’s attention to a very honourable teflimony, 
which has, in the year 1779, been given by the Eaft India Diredors, 
with refpedt to Coloucl Stuart’s general condud in India, in niatters 
civil and military, uncouneQed with the events of the month of Augull 
1776, fo often alluded to, 

In the beginning of the year 1779, the Dirclors of the Eaft India 
Conrpany thought it proper and fuitable, on their part, to take a par 
ticular view of Colonel Stuart’s condu@, fiom the time that he had cn- 
tered into their fervice. This they were enabled to do, from the Re~ 
cords and Confultations of the Madras Prefidency, in their poffeffion at 
the India-houfe ; and the obje& of this {crutiny, as exprefled by the Di- - 
reCtoys themfelves, in their Letter to the Governor and Council at Ma~ 
dras, dated the 14th of Apiil 1779, was, that they the Directors might 
be able “ to communitate to the Governor and Council at Madras fuch 
 vemarks and inftruQions as might be neceflary for their guidance, in 
* cafe General Stuart fhould be acquitted by a Court-Martial.” - 

The Letter then proceeds to flate the Various particulars of Golonel 
Stuart’s condudl, as proved by the Records 3 and upon each article fo 
proved, an explicit opinion is given by the DireClors, Thus the firft 
article is cxprefled in thefe words : : 

“ The memorial, eftimates, and calculations of General (then Colo- 
“ nel) Stuart, of the 16th December 1776, and 20th Jannary 1777, 
“are convincing proofs of his poffeffing the mofl. perfe&t knowledge of 
“ the Company's military affairs and political interefts on the’Coaft of 
“ Coromandel, and of his attention to every thing neceflary for the fe~ 
curity of our poffellions on that coaft,’»&e, Sc 

6 


Bede thas 


Oty a Ta 
anh, 
{gf 


( 2x) 

In the dame manner the Dirc€tors then proceed to give tha opinion 
upon vatious very material tvanfaGions that had occurred in India, in 
which Colonel Stuat had been principally concerned ; and the refult of 
the whole is a frong and marked approbation of his conduct. 

The whole of the Letter here alluded to is creditable for the Diredlors, 
from the proof it contains of their attention to the behaviour of their fer- 
vants in India, and of their anxiety to feparate thofe parts of their con- 
du& which had not been hitherto totally cleared up, from thofe which 
were evidently meritorious. , 

The teflimony above mentioned, given by the Lat India Direétors,. 

, and fupported by the evidence of the Records, is not of that fort which. 
conveys an idea that Colonel Stuart’s conduct was merely unexception= 
,oble, butit aferibes to him the pofitzve merit of fignal fervices rendered 
to the Company by his active and ufefal cfforts, both in his mi itary ca~ 
pacity, and in the exercife of the civil fundtions belonging to his ftation 
during the time that he was a Member of the Council of Madvas, after 
the death of Sir Robert Fletcher. 

The difcovery thtis made, in the beginning of the year 1779, of the 
fervices that had: been rendered by Colonel Stuart, made a proper im~ 
preffion on the Diredors, who gave that honourable tcAunony of his 
condudl, and appears to shave excited in them a defue of rewaiding® his. 
zeal, not merely by the uibute of applaufe, which their Letter contains 
in terms the mofk flattering for him,. but further by refolutions in his 
favour, different from any that had been taken fince the period that the 
firfl accounts were brought to this countiy of the Madias diflurbances ; 
for till this Letter in Apiil £779, all the refolutions and inflruions fen. 
to India refpeCing him, carried evident marks of feverity and unlimited 
hardfhips. 

The nfl udlions in June L797 Ly Mr. \Viithil, fufpended Colonel 
Stuart from the fervice for fix months,’without any {pecific charge made 
again, him ; thole font out dy Mr, Rumbold in July 1777, fuperfided 


him in the command of the army, and appointed, that he fhould be. 
tried 
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tiicd by a Coutt-Martial ;, but in cafe he had been guilty of'no crime 
which martial law could reach, then it was ordered, that his fulpenfion 
from the fervice fhould be continued, and that he fhould be fent home. 
Afterwards the inftrudions of December 1778, fent out by Sir Wd- 
ward Tlughes, tontained a renewed order for his trial by a Court- 
Martial; but without any provition made for him in the event of 
his acquittal, or any intimation, that, even in that cafe, he was to be 
reftored to the command of the army, 

However, the inflradions contained in the Letter of the 14th April 
1779, were wrote ina very different firain from any of the former 
inftrudtions refpeAing him, and breathed a very different fpirit; for, 
after reciting and applau ling his merits, and after declaring their opi- 
nion of Colonel Stuart’s ability to render the moft important fervices 
to the Company, the Letter of Apiil 177y (a copy of which is an 
nexed), concludes with exprefling a defire, that, in the event of his 
acquittal, he fhould remain in India ag Second in military command 
during the continuance of General Munro (who had given notice, 
that he meant to return to England in the courfe of the year 1780); 

and diredts, that he, Colonel Stuart, dhould acceed to the Chief Command 
of the troops on the Coaft, upon the firfl vacancy that fhould happen 
after his acquittal by a Court-Martial, i 

Thefe proccedings do certainly infer a very m snail change of fi uation 
fubfequent to the period at which the Secretary at War, from his uncer~ 
tainty about Colonel Stuart’s condu@ in India, thought proper to ad~ 
vile the withholding from him the immediate benefit of the promo» 
tion in his Majelty’s fervice. 


> 





Thave now, my Lord, fnithed all the proofs I meant to produce 
in fuppost of the propofition I had undertaken to eftablith refpeCing 
the effential change of fituation ; and 1 appréhend, that the effect of each 

_of the four branches of evidence above referred to, but flill more the 
‘united 
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united effe& of all of them together, mufl be, to cflablith that pro~ 
pofition in the mofl convincing nianner. 

I am extremely forry, that, from the variety and nature of thefe 
proofs, they thould have impofed upon me the necellity of giving 
your Lordthip the trouble of reading fo long, and, I fear, fo tedious, 
a detail of particulars; but in a matter, where the character and 
condut of an officer have been called in queftion, and where his 
fiuation in his Majefty’s fervice has been deeply affeGed upon the 
authority merely of rumours and deceitful reports, it is impoffible to 
do juftice to his caufe, or to afford fatisfaory grounds for obtaining 
redrefs to him, without producing fuch a full and accurate ftate of fais 
as may be furflicient to afford convittion, that he never has merited the 
hardfhips he has met with, and that he is now entitled to have them 
completely redreffed, 





T muft now beg leave to bring under your Lordfhip’s view, fome par- 
ticulars of Colonel Stuart’s Minirary Srxvicrs ; and shall then hope 
to be indulged with a few obfervations upon the fingularity of the un- 
fortunate fituation, in which he feels himfelf at this moment in- 
volved, both with refpe&, to the King’s fervice and that of the Fall 
India Company. f 
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From the time that Colonel Stuart arrived in India, he applied himfelf 
zealoufly to every thing thag could tend to the improvement of the 
army ;" he planned, and carried into execution, many ufeful regulations 
relating 10 the troops, the military pofls, and garrifons belonging to 
the Company, and likewife thole of the Nabob of Arcot. Ile made 
himfelf mafter of accurate knowledge relating to the various pafles, 
leading from the territories of the* neighbouring princes into the 
Carnatic, through which bodies of troops might be able to invade 


or enter that country ; fo as to enable ‘him to form a judgment what’ 
pofts 
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pofts would be proper to be eftabhfhed, and what other paccautians 
might be necellary for preventing the incurfions from thefe neighbour- 
ing powers. 

The meafures fupgefled by him in confequence of the knowledge fu 
acquired, and the military repulations which he cairied into effea, 1¢- 
fle@ed much credit upon him in India, wdc, even his encmies 
have admitted the utility of his efforts and of his unremitting atten 
tion to all the various branches of his military duty. 

The army was in many refpeéts new-modelled by him, particularly 
the dattaluns of Sepoys, the number of which was augmented, and 
arranged upon a plan different from the footing on which they had evet 
formerly been. I have in my pofleffion copies of the Memorials and 
Eftimates, which, after much pains bellowed in acquiring accurate in~ 
formation, and after much attention to the fubjeét, were framed by 
him, and gave rife to this meafure. Thefe papers were fhewn to the 

_Jate General Harvey, and other experienced oflicers in this country, 
who teftified the highef approbation of Colonel Stuart’s plan, and cf 
the reafons given by him in flipport of it; and, fortunately for the in~ 
terefls of the State, as well as thofe of the Company, that plan was 
adopted by the Government of Madras, and catried into execution 
while Colonel Stuart was Commander in Chief of the army, 

‘The important confequences of this well-med attention to the ftate 
of the army, and to the Company’s military concerns on the coafl, were 
felt in the year 1778, when the ordeis from Tngland® arrived for un- 
dertaking the hege of Ponprcncrry. 

Thefe ordeis were capable of being c&rried into {pecdy execution, 
merely from the circumftance of there being an army ready formed, 
and fit for the mofl important enterprifes; the merit of which prepa~ 
rations has univerfally been given to Colonel Stuart: and it has alfo 
becn admitted, that the en.exprife egaink Pondicherry, undertaken when 
the [eafon was far advanced, and completed but a few days before the 
fcafon when the monfoons in that climgte Would have increafed every 

difficulty, 
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diMiculty, coyld not have fuccecded, if the army, in point of difel« 
pline, numbers, and arrangement, had not been*put by Colonel! Stuart 
on the refpectable footing in which it was found at the time when the 
orders from England arrived for undertaking that fiege. 

Among other ftrong and expicfs tcflimonices to this cffe, there ic a 
Letter from the Governor of Madras to the Chairman of the Eaft India 
Company, dated the 31f of O@ober 1778, and brought to the India- 
houfe at the fame time with the firft accounts of the fuccefs of the troops 
againfl Pondicherry. 

The paragraph of the Letter relating to Colonel Stuart is in thef 
words : 

* T think it neceffary to mention to you, in juflice to Brigadier 
“ General Stuart, that one great advantage on our part, and which 
“enabled us to catry the order of the Court of Directors for attacking 
“ Pondicherry into immediate execution, was the ftate in which we 
© found the army upon this eftablifhment at the time of receiving thofe 
* orders, owing to the very feafonable augmentation that had been 
“ made, and the prope: military regulations and difcipline which had 
“ taken place, during the time he commarided thg troops.” 

In the year 1778, when the accounts.reached Madras of the rupture 
with France, and of the probable profpe& of hoftilities in India, Colonel 
Stuart was under fu/penfion, ‘had been fuperfided in the command of the 

" army, and had met with a xefufal of the demand made by him fo1 his 
trial by a Court-Martial => 

Tte had alfo then recently heard of the hagdthip infli€ed upon him 
in his Majefly’s fervice. His behaviour, however, upon that occafion, 
in the offer he made of his fervices againft the enemy,-in any fhape 
that they could be deemed ufeful, was fuch as became him; and he js 
perhaps intitled to the more credit for it, when it appears how ftrongly 
he felt, at that very time, the unmerited Yeyerities that had been in- 
fied upon him, This is frongly painted in his Letter of the gth of 


July 1798, to the Governor and Council, at Madras, which contains 
E the 
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the offer of his fervices againit the enemy, where he thus exprefles 
himlelf: , 

“ Without entering into any further difenflion concerning the very 
“ fingular hardthip of my cafe, aggravated now almofl beyond mea~ 
 fure by a molt unexpeéfed temporary influence upon my /itwation in 
© bis Majefly’s fervice, {fo as to be upon the whole, as I believe, un~ 
paralleled in the life cf any Britifh military officer; I fay, notwith- 
ftanding thefe circumflances, and although I affert with confidencc, 
and am ready to prove, that fuch conduét towards me has neither been 
warranted by military practice, nor juftified by my own condulz, in any 
refpect ; yet 1 now take occafion to inform your Honour, officially, of 
that call, which for the prefent ftifles in my mind every fenie of per- 
fonal injury, and which Icads me to aflure you, in the event of thefe 
laft reports from Europe proving uc, or in cafe of any approaching 
war in the Carzatic, that your Honour will ever find me ready to 
ferve againft the enemy, in any manner you fhall {ce mofl proper 
for the public welfare, during the contimiance of holtilitics; adding, 


“ with all due refpeét at the fame time, that, in my prefent view of 
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things, no earthly confideration will ever, in quict times, induce me, 
“ of my own accord, to ferve the ILonourable Company in any ftation 
“ faferior to that which I had regularly fucceeded to by their former 
“ orders, and in confequcnce of agrecment-before I left England.” 

Colonel Stuart’s behaviour on this occafien, and his zeal afterwards . 
for the fuccefs of the meafures adopted with refpedt'to the fiege of Pon 
dicherry, produced the following commendation of his condua, in a. 
Jhetter from the Governor and Counal at Madras to the Eafl India 
DireGors, dated 17th O@ober 1778. ; 

“ Upon the firft probability of hoftilities commencing, “Brigalier= 
“ General Stuart prefented to the Board a Letter, dated July gth, with 
“ an offer to ferve, during the war, in any manner we thought proper 
* for the public welfare. We felt much concern, from the nature of 
“ your orders in refped to Brigadicr-geferal Stuart, that it was not in 

‘ * our 
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* our powcr to accept of this offer. In jufiec, however, to that of 
“ feer, we acquaint you, that we have been Witnefles of his zeal for 
“ the public fervicc, and of the fincerity of hus wifhes for the fuccels 
“ of the meafures adopted at this crifis.” 

Tn aneutiouing the peculiar fituation in which Colonel Stuart thus 
found himfelf, at the time of the enterprize againft Poudicherry, i is 
not eafy to abftain from fome refleétions on the feveiity of his fate; 
when it is confidered, that the perfon who thus offered, upon that occ 
fion, to ferve againft the enemy za any fituation, was the very perfon, 
who, if things had remained in their ordinary courfe, muft, in right of 
the rank he had attained, have been Commander in Chief wpo. that 
expedition. 

(Such oppoitunities as this for a military man to ferve his country, 
and at the fame time to acquire credit and honouis to himfelf, do not 
often prefent themfelves ; and when an officer, to whom his rank and 

*fituation open fo fair a profpeét, finds himfelf deprived of it by ad~ 
verfe incidents, the difappointment will ever be felt by him as a per 
fonal misfortune; however ready he may be to rejoice fincerely with 
his countryaipon the fuczefs of the enterprize under another Leader, and 
however cheerfully he may congratulate the Commander who, a@ung 
in his place, had merited and obtained the laurcls and the honours due 

. to his fuccels. a8 

Without troubling your ‘Lordfhip with any further detail refpedting 

Colonel Stuart’s merits in the fervice of the Eaft India Company, I thall 

here beg leave to appeal to the Letter befort mentioned, of the rath 
of April 1779, figned by the Ditetor’s, which contains the moft ample 
teflimony of his fteady and ufeful attention to the interefls of the 

Company in their civil as well as their military concerns; and fpe- 

cifies’ material fervices rendered by him upon various occafions, where 

‘knowledge and good judgment of the, tr ue snterefts of the Company, 

as wel] as good intentions, were requifite, 

The only part of Colonel Stuart’s condu& upon which the Direc~ 

tors were then Glent, was what related to the difturbances of the 
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nonth of Augufl 177Q; as to which they have in that Létter abflained 
from giving any opinicn, favonrible or unfavourable, becaufe they 
confidered that mattur to be under the cognizance of a Court-Martial ; 
and I may with tuuth venture to aflirm, that the univerfal opinion was, 
that the confiqeence of tha tual mufl neceflatily have been an acquittal, 

But even with refpe to this only part of Colonel Stuart’s conduél 
that has ever been at all called in queflion, the particulars and motives 
of it are now fully known to the world from various authentic feurces 
of information, and the prejudices againft him perfonally, grafted on the 
original falfe rumours, are now fo much fubfided, that it would be im-= 
pertinent in me to take up your Loidfhip’s time in combating them. 
I have ever avoided entering at all into the merits of the difputes between 
Lord Pigot and his Council, which gave rife to the diflurbances ; but I 
mutt beg leave to obferve, that, with refpe to Colonel Stuart’s belia- 
viour when matters came to extremitics between thefe partics, there are 
the moft honourable teftimonies of the fervices he had rendered to the 
India Company and to the State, by the temper, good condudl, and dif- 
eretion, with which he had carried into execution the orders iflued to 
him by the Majority of Council at the critical period in Auguft 1776. 

The Supreme Council at Bengal, who had the befl opportunities of 
being well informed of all the fats and circumflances which preceded, 
accompanied, and followed the arrefl of Lord Pigot, and who were 
both competent and difinterefRed judges, gfve the higheft approbation 
of Colonel Stnart’s condud, : : ; 

This appears particularly from the Letters of Governor Haftings and 
Sir John Clavering, who agreed int this, though their opinions on other 
fubjects had often been different. Governor Haftings, in, his Letters 
which have been publithed, gives. great credit to the mode in which 
the orders of the Majority had been carried into execution ; - without 
* bloodfoed, wilbout tumslt, and without the violation of one legal form.” 
Thee are the words of hig Letter, where he exprefles a degrec of ad- 
miration of this as “ a thing calmof? without example,” f 
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Sir John? Clavering, in his Letter to Colonel Stuart of the x 5th of 
September 1776, not only approves totally of his conduct at the time of 
the Madras diflurbances, but gives him applaufe for the honour of con~ 
dudling /o dificult and dangerous a bufinefs, and for the fpirit and mag~ 
nanimity with which he had executed it. 

Sir John Clavering continued uniform in that fentiment 5 and it is 
well known that he confidered the fafety and quiet of the fettlement at 
"Madras to have been ptincipally, if not totally, owing to Colonel Stu« 
ar’s condud. In proof of this, I might appeal,to feveral Letters of 
General Clavering’s, now in this country; and I cannot allow myfelf 
to doubt, that the fentiments of a man fo honourable, and fo well qua~ 
lified to judge of military merits, as well as of points of honour, muft 
have weight in every quarter where his own perfonal metits were 
known. Had he lived to have fecn the accumulation of hardth ps that 
have been infli&ed upon Colonel Stuart,—the man whofe conduct he 
fo much approved and admired——fuch events muft not only have been 
extremely mortifying to Sir John Clavering; but might perhars have 
been confidered by him, as, in fome mentees indignities offered to bin 
Seif perfonally, ' 

I fhall now briefly mention, without any commentary, what Coa 
Tonel Stuart’s fate has been in the fervice of the Eaft India Company. 

He has, in confequence of the firft reports brought to this country, 
Been fi/pended from the fervice, and fit iperjedted i in the command, of the 
army; and that command ’ given to a junior dfficer in the King’s fer~ 


vice ; and all this done without any trial or fpecifio crime alleged againfl 
him, > . 


The dehufive hopes of a trial by a Court-Martial in India, have, at 
two different periods, been afforded him, by the orders fent ont to Ma 
dras for that purpofe ; and thefe hopes ltave been, and may ever continue 
to be, defeated by the Company’ 8 fexvants* in India; fo that, at this 
moment, Colonel Stuart is not in any refped further advanced towards 
ebtaining redrefs for the injurics -he has*met with, than he was feveral , 


1 4 . years - 
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yeais ago, excepting only, that the Eaft India Direlors, ‘in the year 
14979, after a {erutiny into his general condu@, and alter difcovcting 
his knowledge of the Company’s affaiis, and the fervices rendered 
by him to the Company, have rewarded him by the tribute of 
applaufe ; and have declared their refolution, that, upon certain con- 
tingencics, he fhall be reflored to the command of the army; in ex- 
pectation of which command, he originally went to India, and had 
already attained it, according to the terms of the agreement made at 
the time of his entering into the fervice. 





‘ 


Permit me now, my Lord, to rclate what has been Colonel Stuart's 
face in his Majefty's fervice. : . 

In the courfe of the lafl war, he had the good fortune to contribute, 
as far as his inferior fituation could cnable him, to the fuccefs of the 
Britifh arms in many different pats of the world. 

The fir opportunity he had laft war of feeing material ative fervice 
was in North America,in 1758, when he had the ‘honour to ferve with 
the army under your Lordfhip’s command at the fiege of Lovispoura: 
The fuccefs of that enterprife was, at that time, efteemcd a material 
obje&t to this country in the war with France 3 and he had thé fatif 
faction of feeing the Place furrender to your, Lordthip, with the garri- 
fon belonging to it, and feveral line of battle thips° which the French 
then had at Loujfbourg. 

At the xeduétion of BrLLEIsLy, in the year 1761, by the Britith troops, 
under the command of General Hodgfon, he was Major of Colonel 
Morgan’s regiment ; and by the appointment of General’ Wodgfon, 
dining the courfe of the expedition, he acted as Quarter-mafler-general, 
in confequence ‘of which, he foon obtained the rank of Licuten t= 


° 


colonel. 
From Briurrsiz he went,to the Well Indies, and ferved, during 
all the operations againft the ifland of Martinico; the complete con- 
I quett 


Cay3 


queft of whigh, by the army under the command of General Monck- 
ton, was accomplifhed in the month of Yebrudry 1762, During that 
campaign, he commanded the regiment of Light Infantry, which had 
been raifed by Colonel Morgan, who died foon after his arvival at 
Martinico, 

Upon the conqueft of Marrinico, that regiment was immadiately 
ordered upon the expedition againft the Havannan; and though 
Colonel Stuart’s health had fuffered much at Martinico, he infifted on 
atlending the regiment under his command, and happily, during the 
paflage, recovered {fo well as to be able to fuftain the fatigues of a very 
active campaign, which fell to his lot at the Havannab. 


: ‘The fituations in which Colonel Stuart was employed, during the 
operations of that.‘Campaign, by Lord Albemarle, the Commander in 
Chief, fufficiently teflify in what eftimation he was held as an active 
and ufeful officer. 'The command of a detached corps was given to 
‘ him during part of the campaign, in the courfe of which he acquired fo 
much the confidence of the Commander in Chief, that he was the 
perfon chofen to cofamand the 4fav/t upon the Moro Casrur; 
one of the moft difficult, as well as moft important, enterprifes 
that had occurred in the courfe of that or any other campaign - lat 


war. ° ov * 
The failure of fuccefs in, that attempt would, as I have heard from 

7 . 
military men, havé been as fatal to the objects of that expedition 


againit the Havannab, as the fucccls of it was produive of im~ 

portant confequences, 7 3 
As I do not with to attribute, even to a brother, any merits that, 
are not well afcertained, I thought it proper to read over the account 
of thé operations at the Lavannah, publihed in, the London Gazette 
Extraordinary of the goth of September 1762, which is now lying 
before me; and in which are found fome particulars, which, in your 
i i Lordihip’s 
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Lordfhip’s cftimation, ‘will, [am perfuaded, be thought highly cre- 
ditable for Colonel Stuqit s military condudt. 

That Gazette contains the firft accounts that were brought to this 
country of the important fuccels of his Majefty’s aims againfl the town 
of the Aavannab, which, with all its dependencies, furrendered by ca- 
pitulation on the 13th of Augufl 1762. In the Letter from Loid Albe~ 
marle, upon that occafion, dated the 21fl of Auguft, reference is made 
to the Chief Engineer’s journal of the fiege of the Moro Fort, which: 
journal is publifhed in the Gazette Extraordinary ; and in that journal, 
at the date of 22d July 1762, there is the following article : 

“ About four this morning there was a fally made by the enemy 
* from the town, which, by the information of prifoners, amounted te 
“ rsoo men, divided into three different patties; one pufhed up the 
* bank behind the Sheppeid’s battery ; they were flopped for near ar: 
* hour by the guard pofted there, confifting only of about thirty men, com 
* manded by Lieutenant~colonel Stuart of the goth regiment, wntil he wag 
* joined by about one hundred fappers, and’ the third battalion of the 
cs Royal Ameticans ; the fire continued hot all that time, the enemy 
* were then driven down the bank with great flaughter; as many as 
* could, got into their boats, and many leapt into the water, where there 
« were 150 drowned.” 

The fame Journal of the Chicf Engincer gives an account of the Affault 
of the Moro Gafile, on the 3oth of July 1762, in thefe words: 


& About two o'clock in the afternoon the mines were fj prung; that 


“ in the counterfcarp had not a very confides rable efle€, but that in the 


+1 


baftion, having thrown down a putt of both faces, madera breach 
u 


which the General and Chief Fngineer thought practicable 3 upon 
4 


which the troops, undcr orders for the aflault, were ordered to mount, 

and which ‘they did with the greateft refolution, and fornting very 
. 6 

expeditioufly upon the top ofthe breach, {oon drove the cnemy from 


& 


oy 


4 
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every part of the ramparts. The Spaniards had about 130 men, with 
# feveral 
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* foveral officers, killed. About 400 threw down their arms, and were 
* made prifoneis, the refl were cither killed inf boats, or drowned in 
“ attempting Lo efeape to the Havannah. Our lofs in this cLorrous 
“ arrarR amounted to two officers killed, and about thirty men killed 


“ and wounded.” 

Another part of the fame Gazette proves that Colonel Stuart was the 
perfon who led on the troops to the aflault of the Moro Fort, aid {pe+ 
cifies the numbers he had under his command ; the article is introduced 

_ an thefe words: . : 
“ Retuin of the Numbers under Licutenant~colonel Stuart, 

“of the goth Regiment, at the Affaule of Fort Moro, 

“ July 30, 1762.” 

Under this title i the Gazcttc, the number of officers and mea, aud 
the regiments to which they belonged, are mentioned ; from whence 
it appears, that the total defined for the firft affault were 281 tank and 

“file, and ta fuflain them ryo iank and file, making in all 431, ex 
dulive of officers and fiajeants; befides +50 fappers, under the com= 
mand of a captain, wl'o were prefent at the affault. 

in another pait of the fame Gazette there is a'ftate of the garrifon 
of Fort Moro when taken by ftorm, and the following return of the 
Spaniails, killed, wounded, drowned, or taken at the affault. Killed 

* 130, wounded 37, prifoners 3 10, officers ditto 16, drowned ot killed 


in thei boats 213, Total 706, 

From thefe particulars it appears, that this hazardous enterprife was 
accomplifhed even by a foree inferion to the garifon which defended 
that Fort, remarkable for its flrength and natural advantages, and which 
had the advantage alfo of being commanded by a very gallant oilicer, 
Dow Loyts pp Verasco. 

In addition to thefe proofs which have been fated of Colonel Stnart's 
behaviour laf war, I fhall only further beg Ipave to appeal to the teft« 


moniesagiven by the Generals ynder whom he had the honour to ferve, 
a 
iB and 
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and (o the recommendations they gave in his favour, which, T belicve, 
will be found at the Wer-oflice. 


Tlowever creditable for Colonel Stuut it may be, that the particular 
of Lis behaviour lafl war fhould be made known, E-ncver could have 
thought of entering into thum, had not au appeal to li, former con- 
du& now become inevitable. 

A 1eutal of fervices uncalled for by any occafion, will alwtys carty 
with it an appearance of prefumption; but it will Mand clear of every 
fuch imputation, when produced only as a neceflary fupport ag rinfl 
the weight of unjuft prejudices, and for the redrefy of injuries which 
have been founded upon them. 

When an officer in is Mayefly’s fervice meets with hardfhips, fuch 
as thofe Colonel Stnat has met with, and particularly when his 
courfe of preferment is withheld, and many younger officers put 
over him, {ufpicions may be entertained about the general cha- 
radter and former conduét of an officer thus excluded from promotion. 
Thofe who are acquainted only with what has /ate/y happened to Co~ 
lonel Stuart, mufl from thence be led to imaging, that his former con- 
du@ had been doubtful, or exceptionable ; or, in the mildefl con- 
friction, that no pofitive or fingular merits had belonged to him ; fer 
merits of that defcription have whtally, and not unreafonably, been 
deemed fufficicnt to proteé&t a tricd and approved chara@er from 
hardfhips founded merely on the authority of reports, and efpecially 
reports concerning tranfadlions in a diftant part of the world. ° 

One of the befl refutations of any Juch unfavourable confructions 
mufl arife from an appeal to the whole tenour of Colonel Suiart’s con= 
du@. while he had the honour to ferve his Majelty. : 

Nor is this the only reafon, my Lord, which induces mt to,with 
that the whole of that former condud may be brought into ‘view ;—I 
with it likewife for this additiorfal reafon, that both his former fituations 

and 
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and his former ferviecs may now be contrafled with his efent fuf- 
fering). 

Goloncl Stuart had attained the rank of Licutenant-colonel before 
the campaigns cither of the Zirvaanah ov of Martinna; and now, at 
the diflance of more than cighteen years fiom the day on which he had 
the pood fortune to lead to vidlory the troops which fo gallantly 
flormed the Mors Gofile at the Jlavannah, he finds himfelf in pofleftion 
of no higher rank in hic Majefly’s feivice than that which he enjoyed 
at that moment, This, of itfelf, would only proye, that he had not 
been remarkably fortunate, But the regard due to truth in a relation 
of fas, obliges me to add, what muft appear incredible to thofe who 
Were witnefles of his behaviour lal war,—inflead of promotion, he 
firds himfelf mortified and degraded in the fervice, where the only 
diflin@ion he has obtamed, is that of bcing the marked and fingle 
exception from the benefit of a promotion alloticd to all oflicers of a 
certain flanding, and where, by that means, more than ninety Lieu» 
tenant-colonels, who were formerly under him, hate now acquired 
rank. over him, and to, his prejudice, 

, 
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It would be dificult, [ belicve, for any peifon, evcu the mofk con 
verfant in the hiflory of military men, to difcover many inflances of fiach 
a conmplication of mortifying difappointments and hardthips, as thofe 
which Colonel Stuart has, in the courfe of thefe laft four years, cx 
pericnced, both in his Majefly’s fervice, and in that of the Eaft India 
Gompany. T hey are fuch as Would have be.n more than fufficient to 
atone for real offences, cven of confiderable magimtude ; but they have 
heen infted upon him without any trial, and without proof of his 
havihg Neen guilry of any intentional offence: for if he has been 
guilty of any offence, the utmofl extent of i can only ainount to this, 
that, jn point of judgment, gr in point of law, he was miftaken in 
imaginihg that the Ma‘ority of+Council, even though his fuperior 

Ta a Officer, 
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Officer, the Commander in Chief; was one of that numbery had a right 
to sequire from him shediente: 

The extent of his fufferings has likewHe been greatly increafed, 
by the length of time during which he has been continued in 
an almoft unfipportable flate of anxiety and fufpence. Obliped to 
attend to the difenflions and determinations of his fate, agitated alter~ 
uately in England and in India, and, as «f ic were in mockery of his 
misfortunes, the mandates from the India-houfe, under the authority 
of which his condudl was to be decided upon, and us future fituation 
regulated, have been repeatedly referred backwards and forwards from 
London to Madras, and from Madras to London, without producing 
any other effect than that of mortifying the perfon whote profpeas, in 
fife were thus obflruGed, and his reputation {ported with, 

The refult now is, that after confuning fome of the moft valuable years 
of his life in this unavailing and humiliating flate of fufpence, he now 
finds him(elf jufl as far advanced in his progre{s towards the redrefs of his 
injuries, as he was fome’ycars ago, when the firft inflrndions refpeding 
him were fent to India. . 

But if thefe things have happened to a perfon who, infkead of being 
guilty of offences againft eitherrthe State or the Kaft India Company, 
bas been intitled to merit and applaufe from both, 1 may furely in 
that event prefume, that his cafe and his-‘mistertuncs mult be deeply 
afleCing to your Lordthip, and to every peilon pollelled of the fame 
fentiments of humanuty and juitice. F 

That this defcription applies precifely to Colonel Stuart’s cafe, [ may 
now be allowed to afume as a fact, ellablithed as it fs by the un- 
queftionable proofs that have been given of his exertions, and his 
politive merits both in the fervice of the Crown and of the Kall India 
Company; and yet the fingular confequences are, that he sow “finds 
himelf placed ii fuch ancanfortunate fituation in both fiivices, that it 
is not pollible for him to ad for the public utility, or for his own per~ 
tonal credit, either in the ene or, the other—a fituation furely the 

‘ motl 
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mofl mortifying to an Officer of character and expericnec, who ar~ 
dently loves his profeflion, and who has fhewh, by the whole tenor of 
‘lis condud, that he withes for nothing fo much as opportunities to di- 
Ringuith humfelf in it. 


eR REA SECA LE RTT 


Of all the misfortunes Colonel Stuart has met with during the courfe 

"of thete four laft tedious years, none hus affacd him more deeply than 

the event of the year 1777, when he was pafled over in the promotion 
in his Majefly’s fervice. . 

The nows of this event affected him the more, as there was im- 
‘prefled upon his mind a complete confidence, that whatever hard- 
fhips he might meet with from other quarters, during the domunion of 
“prejudice or of falion, excited by the Indian civil commotions, yet he 
might rf fecure againfl the poflibility of avy hardfhips being infli@ed 
upon him in his Majefly’s fervice, where he flattered himfelf that his 
charaQer and condu were well known ; and %t appears from the whole 
courfe of his correfondence, that he relied on this protection from, 
that quarter, and looked forwards to his fituation and profpeds in his 
Majefly’s fervice, as affording to him the honourable opportunities of 
diftinguifhing himfelf in the immediate fervice of his King and country, 
in cafe, by any perverfe ‘vents, he fhould happen to meet with an 
unju® return for, his effdrts and exertions in that of the Eafl India 


a 


Conypany. 
From the flate of Colonel Stuart’s mind, thus laid open to your 


Lordthip, it will not appear txtraordinary, that the fir accounts of 
what had-happened to him in the line of his profeffion in his Majefly’s 
fervice fiould have affeéled hin very frongly. Iam in doubt whether 
I a 8 venture to flate i. precifely in the words of his Letter to me on 
that fubjet, but knowing that your Lordfhip’s candour will make al- 
lowances for the flrong feelings of an’ Officer who thought himfelf in- 


jured and treated with indiguity, and who at the fame time that he 
7 was 
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was fuuggling with bad health, was flunned by an unexpedled blow 
from a quatter where hc had confidently affured himfelf of favoir and 
Pp otection, T thall take the hberty of communicating to your Lordfhip 
the umpreffion which thefe firfl accounts made upon my Brother pte- 
cifely in the words of his Letter, which is at your Lordfhip’s command 
whenever you are pleafed to call for it, 

The fir part of his Letter contains bittcr complaints againt (he Go- 
vernor and Council at Madras, for having refufed to him the trial by a 
Couit-Martial. ‘The Letter then proceeds in thefe words: 

“ This delay, or rather refufal of juflice, of itfelf nught, I fay, have 
“ otherwife funk my fpivits entirely; but when your Letters by the agle 
“ Packet, with the news of that mofl dreadful flroke at the War-oflice 
* found me in my moll private retreat, Aruggling to recover my health 
and flrength (by advice of phyficians at a neighbouring place on thé 
“ coafl heic), I fay to you, thefe Letiets dropped from my hands, and 
« Tlofl my fentes for fome minutes, T think st fortunate that I was al- 
* moft alone; becaufe, upon my recovering, I formed the refolution 
* to check even my moll natural feclings, and to look only for refources 
“in mylelf, now that I feem to be aba adoned by all the wold.” 

Thefe were his feclings upon ,the reception of the firfl acco its of 
what had happened to him in his Mayefly’s fervice; and, from his 
correfpondence fince tha..time, it has continued to be the grievance and 
the misfortune which dwells mofl upon his mind-becaufe the, mofl 
conirary to every espe ution which he had-coulidered him(elf intitled 
to entertain, . ° 

Though he is known to poffefs more than ordinary ftremeth of mind, 
yet the long and fevere hardfhips he has had to encounter, during a 
State of bad health in that climate, and various contentions he has 
unavoidably been engaged in, joined to the Jate ernel difappgintment 
in the laft refufl of a trial by a Court-Martial; all thefe thi ngs 
united have now had the offe& of fenfibly affeQing his health and 
{pirits, and have urged me tg prefent with great carnefnels, ghough 


with 
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with great deference, this addrefs to your Lardfhip on the fubject of his 
rank; becanfe if a promotion of Creneral Officgrs were to take place, in 
avhich Colonel Staart’s name, in the rank he expels, fhould happe 1 to 
be apain omitted, Iam certain, that fuch an event, if he fhould Survive 
it, would infalbly deftroy his happincls; and, from what I know of 
his difpofitions aud turn of mind, highly fuleeptible on every point of 


* military honour and dilinQ’on, there is much reafon to apprehend, 


wthat the feverity of {uch a repeated difyppomtment, lable as it would 
be to many conflridions to his prejudice, might, in the prefent im- 
paiied fate of his health, be attended with the mofl fatal confequences. 





crane 


Tam perfiaded, my Tord, that the cafe of a deferving Officer, fil 


‘Yering unmetited injurics, will fufficiently engage your Lordthip’s at- 


tention, without offering, in addition to the preceding flate of fadls, 
any arguments to enforce them; and I reprefent the flate of my 
Brother's military hardfhips with more fatisfrQion to your Lordihip, 
than to thole to whom I have hitherto becn under the neceflity of ad- 
dreffing them ; becauf2, though the Gentldmen in the Dircéion of the 
"aft India Company’s affairs are in their fituations highly refpedable, it 
is not to be fuppofed that they can, like your Lordfhip, conceive and enter 
into the feelings of an Officery—his profeflional pride (which your 
Lord ap would wifh rathtr to cultivate than difcourage), and all the 
nice fenfibilitics of military" honour. 

Thefe, I know, will have their full wtight with your Lordhhip ; 
and, therefore, it is fiflicient*for me merely to have related the fads 
and circumflances which attend my Brother's intercfing fituation. 

But asthe number of thofe fads, and the extent of the fubject. have 
anivoldily inereafed the fize of this addrefs much beyond the bounds 
within which propofed and wifhed ,to have confined it, and 1s the 


cohngdtion’ of the feveral parts with the main object of it may by that 
means 
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theans have been rendered lefs evident, } thall beg leave ta refume, in 
a few words, the propofitions 1 have maintained, and the proof, } 
have offered in fupport of them. 


First, [ have endeavoured to thew, that Colonel Stuart was clears 
ly catitled to expedt the benefit of that promotion in his Majefty’s for- 
vicein 19777, which was allotted to officers of his ftanding in the army ; 
and that no reports concerning his condudl in a diflant country, and in’ 
another fervice, ought to have deprived him, even for a moment, of 
that promotion which he had carned by many years of faithful and 
ufeful fervice, while he had the honour to ferve his Majefty. 


My Srconp Provosrrion was, that, fuppofing the meafiwe of 
withholding Colonel Stuart’s rank to have been Rigi in the year 
1777, yet the continuance of the hardthip thereby infli@ed would 
now be wronc ; becaufe the ground on which the meafire was at 
fir taken, is, in its circumftances, efeutially; and in its reafon, totally, 
changed, 

In proof of the aflertion contained in this Scuand Propofition, T 
have found it neceflary to compare minutely the circumftances which 
attended Colonel Stuart’s fituation in the year 1777, with thofe which 
now exift; from whence the conclufion follows, that, in the mofl ma= 
teial vefpedts, that fituation is totally changed. 


c 


, 


é 6 : 

Brcausr the reports which had, in fhe year 1777, been cheulated 
in this country, concerning the diflurbances at Madras; the alarms 
about the fafety of the Settlement ; the affertions about Colonel 8 stuart’s 
paft, and the prediQions about his future, behaviour in that Selilement, 
under the influence of all af which united, his exclufion fiom the bene~ 
fit of the promotion 1777 rad taken place, have not only been uncon~ 
firmed, but, by the event, have been tofally and entirely difpreved. 


I, Breauss 


{ qr) 


YT. 

Breausr the /uppofition thu Colonel Stuart would not only certainly, 
but [pecdily, be tied by t Court-Martial in India (the only other ground 
upon. which his regulir promotion could have becn with-held {rom him 
inhis Myelly’s fervice), has, after repeated affirances to the contrary, 
and after feveral yeate anxious expediation, bee found to be a fippo- 
fition totally erroncous. 


Under this head I have allo proved, by inconteltible evidence, that 
* Colonel Stuart, both in the years 1778 and 1780, while the gv Anting 
or refuting the Court-Martial was in agitation at Madras, had ufed 
every poflible effort not only to obtain that trial as a favour, but had 
even flrongly infiled upon it as his right. I have ftated at the fame time 
thte reafons or pretences made ufe of by the Governor and Council at 
Madras for refufing that trial, and have fhewn, in confidering thofe 
reafons and pretences, that feveral material fads have been cleared up, 
and feveral weighty opinions given, which, ina cafe fo peculiarly cir 
cumfanced as Colonel Stuart! 8, ought to be confidered as cguevalut to 
the fontence of a Court-Martial, Be forms of which only have been 
wanting. , 
I. ~ 

Breauss in the years 177g and 1780, there was a folemn trial in 
Wellmjnfter Hall, of the porfons principally concerned in the tranfac- 
tions of the year 17576, at Madras, who iffued the orders which Colonel 
Stuart’ obeyed; and the obvious inferences from what pafled on that 
trial, and from the fentence itfelf, muff, in the circumftances of Colonel 
Stuart’s cafe, neceflarily tend to his exculpation or acquittal. 


“ f IV. : 
Breausr Colonel Stuart’s general conduét in India had, in the coufe 


of the your 1779s been the ae of an adturate ferutiny at the India 
G Tloule: 
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foufe; where the Direétors, after examining the records of the Ma~ 
dras Pyefidency in thew pofleffion, have, by their letter of the rgth of 
April 1779, given the moft honourable tcflimony with regard to his 
general conduct in military and civil matters fince the time that he en- 


tered into their fervice, 


After having cftablifhed in this manner the propofitions above men 
tioned, I took occafion to bring under your Lordthip’s view fome pat~ 
ticulars of Colonel Stuart’s MILITARY MERITS fince the time he went 
to India, and likewife while he had the honour to fave his Majelty’ 
laft war; which naturally led me to contrafl. his late and prefent fut. 
ferings with his former fituations, and his former fervices, : 


Upon the whole I have thought myfelf authorized to maintain, ‘that 
Colonel Stuart, without any trial, has fuffered more than there coukl 
pofibly be any reafon to apprehend, would have been inflicted upon 
him, if he had been tried, convi€ted, and even punifhed, by any court 
of judicature ; and cértainly much more than could ever have been 
infli€ted upon him by that Court-Martial whi¢h he has been fo often 
promifed, and fo vmaccountably refufed, and which he fo long, fo 
eyrneftly, and fo ineffeuallyfolicited. 

Ar the fame time I have appealed to the authority of fuch well-oftablith- 
ed fadis, as juftify Colonel Stuart’s friends in maintaining, that inflead 
of deferving to be treated or confidered ‘as an offender, his condud, 
both in the fervice of the Crown, and in that of the Lat India Com~ 
pany, has been fuch as aétually.intitles him to merit ;—in as far as merit 
can be aferubed to a faithful difcharge” of his duty, and to ,ufeful fer- 
vices rendered wpon important accafions, 


If ia the preceding enquiry and difcuflions I have fet fortunate: 
ren : ' 
enough to afford fatisfagion to your Lordthip, I muft be permitted to 
© 


think, that the time is now arrived for,realizing the afluranccs given in 
. © 5 * Lord 
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Tord Barrington’s letter, concerning the fad and perfect juflice that was 
to be done to Colonel Stuart ; which, in fo far as it relates to his rank in 
his Majefty’s fervice, can only be accomplithed by placing iim in that 
fituation of the promotion of the year 1777, which {vom hus ftanding 
in the army he was then intitled to have expeded. 


c cmpetinesi mist ahnmmeneaeiace aneeeecteaenpeenineraantistoned 
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‘T mult once more make an apology to your Lordfhip for the length 
of this addrefa, which, though it may be tedious, I am willing to think 
is unavoidably fo; and I fhall add nothing further to detain your Lord- 
Ship, but one fing]: fhort obfervation. 

Before Colonel Stuart could accept the offers, and enter into the fer- 
vice of the Raft Inia Company, it was incumbent upon him to obtain 
his Majelly’s permiflion, which he, unfortunately for himéelf, as it has « 
proved, folicited, and his Majefly gracioufly condefcended to grant. 
If this flep had not been neceflary to Colonel Stuart, it would yef have 
been highly cligible to him, as it intitled hinr to confider himfelf, 
while he paid a local obedience to the Haft India Company, as fill 
within his Majefly’s protection. What he always looked up to as his 
‘befl fupport, is now, by the courfe of events, become his mott effeC.ual 
confolation ; and in whatever manner his Majcfly, in his wildom, thall : 
ahink fit to decide on the niisfortunes and injurics which have been 
fuffered hy Colonel Stuart, that decifion will, both by him, and by 
thofe who are moft afleéled with his misfortunes, and moft anxious 
for his profperity, b be acquiefced in, as in duty it ought, with the 
autmoft humility and fubmiffion. ° 

‘That the whole of Colonel Stuart’s cafey—that the feveral puticulars 
contained in, this addrefs, will undergo a thorough examination, is not 
to be doubtsa ;—from your Lordfhip’s love of juftice, they will meet 
with a fair, and from your Lordthip’s partiality. to men of fervice and 
of merit, T flatter myfelf you will auch they axe intitled to a favourable, 


confideration, : a a 
G 2 ; In 
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In whatever other, refpels Colonel Stuart may july deem his 
fituation to he, unfortunate, he feels the higheft fatisfation in refleCing, 
amidft the calamities he has undergone, and all the difappomtments 
and feverities to which he has been expofed, that thofe accumulated 


evils wall be truly reprefented by your Loidfhip; and that the final 
redrefs of them IS IN IIIS MAJESTY. 


T have the honour to be, with great truth, 


c 


Your Lordthip’s 


Benkury-Squarr, ri : 
Jioways, ibe Moft faithful and obedient humble fervant, 


ANDY, STUART.’ 






& : 


Eos. 2° Re Aye. 


A Lerrere from the Dirc&ors of the Eaft India 
Company, to the Governor and Council 
at MapRas, 


As far as relates to Brigadier General-*Sruarr. 





: April tA, 1779. 
Paragraph 12.9 N our Letter of the 22d of December laf, we replied, 
: to your advices relative to Brigadier General, Stuart; 
and having given dire&tiors for his trial by a Court-Muurtial, and 
pointed out fuch Articles of War as appeared to us mofl p-oper on that 
occafion; we have nothing at profent to add on that part cf the fubjed. : 
“13. But as the conduct of General Stuart, at your Settlement, ex~ 
clufive of the part taken in the late unhappy revolution, has been a&ive 
and confpicuows, we have, been induced to take 2 patticular vieiv 
thereof, in order to communicate to you fuch remarks and inflrudctions. 
as may be necefliry for your guidance, in cafe the General thall be 
acquitted by a Court-Martial. j nt 
14. The Memorial, Eftimatcs, and Calculations of General (then 
Colonel) Stuart, of the 16th of December 1976, and 2oth of January 
1777; ccomielns proofs of his poflefling the moft perfect know- 
ledge of the Gompany’s military aflairs,rand political intercfls on the 
coaft of Coromandel, and of his attention to every thing neceflary for 
the fecurity of, our pofleffions on thaz coal. The fubycét is compre- 


henfive and important; and. in juftice to General Stuart, we mutt 
declare, 
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declare, “that the porfpicuity of his Statements, and fils zeal for pro~ 
moting the good of the Service, by the efablifhnicnt of fuch ex« 
cellont regulations as were recommended in his Mematial, are very 
deferving of our commendation. 

Xs. The vigilance of General Stuart, when able from the Prefi- 
dency ; his care to improve every opportunity of obtaining ufeful 
knowledge, and the communications made by him in vonlequence 
thereof, in pointing ont what might have a tendency to promote thé 
public fafety, cannot fail to render that part of his conduct very ac- 
ceptable to us. 

16, We obferve it was in confequence of General Stuart’s Memo- 
ilal, that application was made to the Nabob of the Carnatic to admit 
a gartifon of the Company’s troops into the important fort of Peér- 
macoil, in the neighbcurhood of Pondicherry, which meature has out 
entire approbation. 

17. The reafons ftated by General Stuart, for declining to obtain 
the grain of Tanjore by compulfion or fore’iiic interference, and againtt 
fending the Dobbeer to Madras without the Rajah’s confent, were 
equally wile and humane. Tis deference for the Company’s orders, 
and inflructions relative to Tanjoré, were fuch as became his Nation 5 
ani'we are well pleafed with his whole behaviour on thofe occafions, 

-r8. The condud of General Stuart relative to the vepaizing of the 
Annacutta, or Bank, which divides the river Cavery, ‘waa highly proper. 
We are very forry to find, that a meafure on which the cultivation 
and profpéfity of Tanjore fo entirely depend, and without which the 
Rajah’s engagements coultl never’ have been fulfilled’ to the Nabob or 
the Company, fhould on any account be obftruéted ; and, we mit own, 
it appears to us, that the country is in a very great degree, if not en- 
firely, indebted to the laudable firmnefs and perfeverance of General 
Stuart for the fpeedy accomplithment of this mofl ufeful bufinefs. The 
General cntertained a jufl idea of the ‘abfolute neceflity uf profecuting 


the work without delay; and he tog dure to urge it with fo much 
_warmth 
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warmth and propriety, ay mua have fixed a dangerous, refpopffibi 
upon thole who thould perfil in impeding ity and (o this cond 
we attribute the removal of thefe obflruclions which fcemed taleula 
to diflrefs the country, ind to difable the Rajah from complying w 
his Ripulations. , 

1g. ‘The motion of General Stuut for placing a garrifon of 1 
Sompany’s troops in the fort of Vistanagrum, the capital of Sittera 
Rauze’s brother, was fo perfedly confiflent with the letter and fpirit 
the Court’s orders, and muft have appeated fo conducive to the eft 
blifhment of the Company’. authority in, the noMhern Circars, th 
we are finpriled it could have met with oppolition fom any Membx 
of Council at Lot St. George. 

20, The fads flated are, That, in Auguf 1777, the Rajah ¢ 
Visianagium, brother to Sitteram Rauze, with fever! thoufands of h 
people, were a&tually in arms; that the faid Rajah had been guilty o 
difrefped to your Government, by impiifoning one of your renters 
and of contempt of the Gdypany’s authaity, by refufing to fet hin 
at libaity upon the Picfident’s' requifidion. "The caufe of imprifon- 
ment of the renter is*nat the fubje& of our preftnt inguiry or te. 


. 


marks, 
at. Inatc Gompany’s General Letter to Fort &t. George of the 


“rath of Apul 1775, their views relative, to the Rajabe and Zemindars 
of the northern Gigcars are: fiited ‘in cérms too plain to be miftakert 
The fabfance is, (hat the faid Zemindars should’.be feeured in their 
property, without being under the neceffity of keeping an argued “force 5 
and that the inhabitants of the country fhovfl be protected { fom op- 
preffion, ~ ‘I'he impropriety of feffering Rajahs or Zemindars to become 
formidable," was {pecially noticed ; and it was fuggelled, that if Sit- 
terar, Rauze was already, become fo, the fyRem mutt be corrected. 
It was alfo refolved, that ‘every military man refiding in the Circars 


fhould be abfolusely under the Coinpany’s command, obliged to fave 
them: 
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then Shonever he might be wanted, and not left a Titexty to take part 
with an enemy, in cal roubles fhould arife in the peuny. 

a2. The Company’s oiders ‘being thus explicit, and serenity 
and-General Stuart finding the, condudl of Visicrami ize “inconlifle 1 
with thofe orders, he wilely judged that parriloning the forteby the 
Company’s troops would cere the fubfilling evil, and oadure phe futur, 
obedieite of this retradlory Rayah to the Company’s-repulations. « WwW t 
agree in opinion with the General, approve his attention to the Cons- 
pany’s orders, and hope no change of government has operated to pics 
vent the mealtire from beiug completely carried into execution. 

23. It was yery commendable in General Stuart, upon the fir pro- 
bability of hoftilitics, to offer to ferve diring the way, in any man 
ner you might fee proper for the public welfare : and although, fom 

the nature of our orders refpeing the Generals, youewere neal 
libeity to accept his perlonal fervices, we are well pleated wath the 
“teftimeny given by you -of his zeal a he bublit fervive on that occa~ 


fion, ‘wt . 
e 


a4. Waving thus given you our eats on the conduc of 
General Stuart, independent of every confidération relative to. the 
late troubles; and confirmed asewe are in our opinion of tuys great 
experience, and of his ability to render the mofl important. fervice 
to the Company in the prefeng’ conjundyre of public affairs, We think® 
plopa: to acquaint you, that in crfe the event ‘of Gencral Stuart's wial 
by a Court Martial fhall be an honouralfe acquittal, we fhall une well 
fatisficd That he remain pt India as Seeond it military comnfand: at 
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Fort St. George, dwing the éontinyante of General Munro at thit 
hettlement ; and that he fucceed to the Chief Command of ‘the troops 
on the coaft, upon the fil vacancy that fhall happen it fuch + dome 
mand, after he fhill have*been fo agquitted by a Court-Mau pial ai 
aforefaid, 
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